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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE FIGURES--Australia has turned in its best economic per- 
formance for 15 years. Official figures released in Canberra today on the na- 
tional accounts say that the economy, as measured by the gross domestic pro- 
duct, grew by 7 percent in the first 6 months of this financial year. It is 
the best 6-monthly performance since the end of 1968. After 2 years of an 
economic slump gross domestic product grew by 5 percent in the September quar- 
ter and then by another 1.9 percent in the December quarter. The main reasons 
for the better performance are an increase in exports, private spending, home 
construction, and the rural recovery. On the negative side, private invest- 
ment is low in key areas other than housing, reinforcing government's concern 
about the low level of investment. [Excerpts] [BK300740 Melbourne Overseas 
Service in English 0430 GMT 29 Mar 84] 


CRUDE OIL PRODUCTION--Australian oil production increased substantially in 
January. The latest figures from the Department of Resources and Energy show 
that production of crude oil and condensates rose to a record level of 2,445 
megaliters. In the 7 months till January, production rose by 20 percent com- 
pared with the figures of the corresponding period the previous year. [Excerpts] 
[BK300740 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 30 Mar 84] 


WHEAT TO BANGLADESH--The sale of further 200,000 tons of wheat by the Australian 
Wheat Board has confirmed Bangladesh as one of Australia's important wheat mar- 
kets for 1984. The latest contracts brings Australian wheat sales to Bangla- 
desh to more than 390,000 tons during 1984. The Australian Wheat Board has 

also sold 100,000 tors of wheat to the Australian Development Assistance Bureau 
for food aid to Bangladesh. [Text] [BK300740 Melbourne Overseas Service in 
Erglish 0830 GMT 29 Mar 84] 


CSO: 4200/686 








BRUNET 


BRIEFS 


MALAYSIAN CURRENCY--A report from Miri says a 10-percent disparity between the 
Malaysian ringgit and the Brunei dollar has led to Brunei banks refusing to 
accept Malaysian currency. Quoting the Brunei-based weekly BORNEO BULLETIN, 
the report said that the banks refusal stemmed mainly from a marked increase 
of Malaysian coins circulating in the Sultanate in recent weeks. It is under- 
stood that the Malaysian currency had ceased to be legal tender in Brunei 
since an interchangability agreement between the countries ended about a dec- 


ade ago. [Text] [BK111415 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1120 GMT 
11 Apr 84] 


CSO: 4200/693 














INDONESIA 


JAKARTA DAILY ON SRV-PRC-THAI CONFRONTATIONS 
BK220933 Jakerta KOMPAS in Indonesian 10 Apr 84 p 4 
{Editorial: “Vietnam-China-Thailand"] 


[Text] Tension along the Sino-Vietnamese and Thai-Kampuchean borders has 
recently mounted again. Armed clashes have taken place along the Thai- 
Kampuchean border between Vietnamese and Thai troops, while China is reported 
to have fired artillery shells into northern Vietnan. 


For the outside world, it is difficult to pinpoint the true situation. However, 
we are not surprised if such clashes really have occurred, because there are 
precedents. Five years ago, in 1979, Chinese troops invaded Vietnamese 
territory after Hanoi toppled the Khmer Rouge government in Kampuchea and re- 
placed it with a government it backed. 


The invasion of Kampuchea by Vietnam to fight forces in that country which 
reject Hanoi's domination has caused the armed clashes between Vietnamese and 
Thai troops. Vietnam has accused Thailand of aiding the resistance forces and 
giving them sanctuary. 


For its part, Thailand has charged that its troops fought Vietnasiese troops 
who intruded into Thai territory. Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Rajaratnam 
said that Vietnamese troop intrusiois into Thai territory are not new, and have 
happened several times before. 


Ironically, the recent armed clashes coincided with the Vietnamese foreign 
minister's “peace mission" to several countries. Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach visited Irdonesia and Australia, but his plan to stop over in Thailand 
on his way home from Australia was suddenly cancelled for “health” reasons. 
[As published] 


There are those who interpret the simultaneous Sino-Vietnamese and Thai-Viet- 
namese clashes as a concerted Sino-Thai action to impose pressure on Hanoi to 
withdraw its troops from Kampuchea, because the diplomatic pressure launched 
so far has shown no encouraging prospects. This interpretation is considered 
excessive as the clashes were limited and make it difficult to qualify them 
as a pressure. 





Neither China nor Thailand would risk a war with Vietnam to liberate Kampuchea 
from Hanoi's domination. War would be too expensive for China, which is at 
present concentrating on development and modernization at home. Similarly, if 
Thailane involves itself in a war with Vietnam, it will suffer. 


China is inclined toward a strategy of “borrowing other's hands” by providing 
arms and other war equipnent to the Khmer Rouge rather than involving itself 
in a direct war with Vietnam. By waging an endless war in Kampuchea, Vietnam 
actually falls into China's strategic trap. 


As in its own case when Vietnam fought the French and later the Americans, the 
Kampuchean resistance forces will, without doubt, also become stronger in 

facing Vietnam. In other words, the war in Kampuchea is not a war which will 
end soon, but is a war which will bleed Vietnam. If Vietnam wants to avoid that 
and have frieadly neighbors, it would be better for it to withdraw all of its 
troops from Kampuchea, and leave all forces in that country, including the 

Heng Samrin group, to strive toward a national reconciliation and general 
elections to determine their own government in line with the desire of the 
Kampuchean people themselves. 


If that happens, Vietnam will be able to concentrate all its resources on 
development so that it can match the progress attained by China. There will 
be many countries which will be ready to give a helping hand to Vietnam, in- 
cluding Western countries and Japan. 


Given such progress, it would be easy for Vietnam to emerge as a leader of 


Indochina and realize its objectives through peaceful means, for we doubt that 
such objectives can be achieved through war. 


CSO: 4213/207 

















INDONESTA 


PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT SEEKS DEFINITION OF EAST TIMOR POLICY 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 3 Apr 84 p 12 


/Text/ A source close to the Portuguese presidency revealed Friday that 
President Ramalho Eanes has asked the government to "formalize an up-to-date 
political policy to be assumed by Portugal with regard to the East Timor issue." 


The same source said that the Portuguese president is aware of informal talks 
between his country and Indonesia “within the framework of Portuguese collabora- 
tion in the execution of the mandate of the UN secretary general regarding the 
issue in question." 


According to the same source, the proposal requested of the government by 
President Eanes "will naturally embrace the suggestion of possibilities for 
action to be concretely adopted by the Portuguese state." 


At the meeting of the Council of State on Friday, the issue of East Timor was 
the main topic on the agenda but it was not expected that any definition of 
strategies would emerge from it in view of its consultative nature. 


However, the official in charge of foreign relations for the East Timor 
Independence Revolutionary Front /FRETILIN/ said he hoped that the meeting of 
the Portuguese Council of State convened by President Ramalho Eanes will succeed 
in creating a new dynamic with regard to the East Timor issue. 


Alkatiri, currently in Bissau, where he conferred on Thursday with Guinean 
Foreign Minister Fidelis Cabral Almada, considered that "President Eanes must 
be very concerned about the lack of Portuguese initiative in matters pertaining 
to Timor." 


Alkatiri regretted the fact that neither the Portuguese prime minister nor the 
foreign minister have received leaders of FRETILIN, a movement which the 
Portuguese official language countries in Africa consider the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Maubere people. 


Next May or June an international conference on East Timor is going to be held 
in Australia, following up the one that was held a short time ago in Lisbon. 
After that, there will possibly be a conference in Latin America and, finally, 
there will be a broader one in New York on the occasion of the next UN General 
Assembly, Alkatiri revealed. 














These conferences are “a reply to Indonesian efforts to swell the ranks of its 
support after it has already been proved that the Indonesian arguments have 
not been received favorably by the international community," he explained. 


On the other hand, according to foreign correspondents contacted Friday Radio 
Macau /as published/, Indonesia will respond positively to an initiative by 
Portugal for talks on East Timor. 


The same sources added that the Indonesian ambassador to the United Nations 
has authorized contacts by diplomats from his office with individuals from the 
Portuguese Republic. 


According to the same sources, Indonesia is thinking of channeling all of its 
diplomatic efforts on this issue toward the UN headquarters--"if anything happens, 
it will be in New York," commented sources close to the Jakarta Government 

quoted by the informants contacted. 


In the meantime, East Timor, the list of disappeared and killed grows, repression 
continues to be very violent and the action of the death squadrons, which enter 
homes during the night and slaughter entire families or carry them away to an 
unknown place, declared Alkatiri, the official in charge of foreign relations 

for FRETILIN. 


On the military level, the armed struggle waged by FRETILIN continues and in 
the period 6 January to 10 March, 130 to 150 casualties were inflicted on the 
Indonesians in the western sector of East Timor alone; there was also military 
activity in the central and eastern zone, that Maubere politican reported. 


8711 
CSO: 3442/335 




















TRADE SURPLUS WITH JAPAN DECLINES 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 23 Mar 84 p 4 


[Text] 


The world economic recession likely 
has a negative impact on the development 
of trade activities between Indonesia and 
Japan. The value of trade between the two 
countries showed a decline of around 11.2 
percent last year compared with that in 
1982. 

Indonesia's imports from and exports 
to Japan were respectively recorded at 
US$ 12,004.9 million and US$ 4,260.5 mil 
lion in 1982, and US$ 10,432.3 million & 
US$ 3,552.1 million in 1983. Thus, Indo 
nesia recorded a surplus of US$. 7,744.4 
million in 1982 and US$ 6,880.2 million 
in 1983 in trade with Japan. 

The fall of Japan's imports from In 
donesia in 1983 was mainly due to the dec 
line of Japan's oil imports by 15.6%,from 
US$ 16,723.8 million in 1982 to USS. 9, 
056.3 million last year. 

But on the other hand, Japan's im- 
ports of non-oil/non-gas commodities from 
Indonesia were up by about 7.2%. The in- 
crease was 278.9% from US$.3.8 million 
in 1982 to US$ 14.4 million in 1983 for 
textile and by 109.4 percent from US$113. 
4 million to US$ 237.5 million in the 
same period for metal products. 

The biggest increase in Japan's ex- 
ports to Indonesia was recorded in the 
exports of food products, whereas the 
biggest drop was recorded in Japan's ex 
ports of non-metal mineral products. Ja- 
pan's exports of food products to Indone 
sia rose by 177.6 percent from US$. 12.1 
million in 1982 to US$ 33.6 million in 
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cso: 
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1983, whereas her exports of non-metal mi 
neral fell by 49.4 percent from US$. 78.8 
million to US$ 39.9 millioa in the same 
period. 


JAPAN'S INVESTMENTS: Japan has played an 

important role in 
the development of foreign investments in 
Indonesia. Up to 1982, Japan's invest- 
ments in Indonesia had covered 1,148 pro 
jects with total capital amounting to US$ 
7,268 million. 

The United States ranked first in 
accommodating Japan's investments in 1982 
with around 13,970 investment projects 
worth US$ 13,970 million followed by 
Hongkong with 2,002 Japan's investment 
projects, Singapore with 1,373 projects, 
Taiwan with 1,225 projects and Brazil with 
1,215 projects. 

Viewed from the value of investments, 
around 26.3 percent of Japan's total in- 
vestments abroad in 1982 were found in 
the United States, 13.7 percent in Indone 
sia, 6.7 percent in Brazil, 5.4 percent 
in Australia and 4.3 percent in Britain. 

The figures of investments made _ in 
“ndonesia under the PMA (foreign invest 
ment) scheme in the 1967-1983 period indi 
cated that Japan ranked first in the num 
ber of projects and in the value of capi 
tal invested during that 16-year period, 
data presented by BKPM (Investment Coordi 
nating Board) show. 

According to the Japan External Tra 
de Organisation (JETRO), Japan's develop 
ment assistance to the developing coun- 
tries is categorized in three groups, com 
prising capital grand assistance, techni- 
cal assistance and loans. 











IMPORTS OF BASIC, COMPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 28 Mar 84 p 6 


[Text] 


CSO 
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Indonesia's imports of basic & com 
plementary materials, as a whole, 
kept on increasing in the past years. 
The import value rose from US$. 1,582.3 
million in 1974 to US$ 1,961.1 million 
in 1975 and was up further to US$. 5,700. 
8 million in 1981 and US$ 7,461.2 million 
in 1983 and increased again to US$.9,180. 
6 million last year. The sluggishness in 
the economic sector in Indonesia in 1981, 
which was reflected by the fall in ex 
ports,did not reduce Indonesia's imports 
of basic and complementary materials. 

Indonesia's fertilizer exports have 
shown fluctuations, reaching USS 227.2 
million in 1974, US$.401.3 million in 
1975, US$ 24.1 million in 1976, USS. 71.9 
million in 1980, US$ 263.1 millionin 1981, 
USS 155.8 million in 1982 and US$. 195.6 
million in 1983. : 

Indonesia's imports of oil and oil 
products have also been up and down, 
Standing at US$ 183 million in 1974, US$ 
253.5 million in 1975, US$ 1,744 million 
in 1980, US$ 3,544.7 million in 1982 and 
US$ 5,154.8 million in 1983. 

Expenditures Indonesia recorded in 
the import of iron and steel bars’ stood 
at US$.127.9 million in 1974, USS. 101.1 
million in 1975, US$ 88 million in 1976, 
US$ 106.6 million in 1980, US$.122.5 mil 
lion in 1982 and US$ 107.6 million in 
1983. 

For the imports of chemical and phar 
maceutical products, Indonesia spent US$ 
109.3 million in 1974, US$ 119.6 million 
in 1975, US$ 516 million in 1980, USS. 
437.4 million in 1982 and USS. 466.8 mil 
lion in 1983. 








INDONESIA 


INDONESIA 


TARGET OF CREATION OF NEW RICE FIELDS IN PELITA IV 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 23 Mar 84 p 5 


[Text] The realisation of the creation of new ricefields in Indonesia is 
estimated to cover 200,000 Ha in Pelita III, still below the target of 
350,000 Ha. The target of the opening of new ricefields in Pelita IV is 
500,000 Ha, including 150,000 ha as the remainder of the Pelita III 


target, Junior Minister of Food Product 
ion Ir. Wardojo told newsmen after he met 
President Soeharto at Bina Graha here re 
cently. 

Some Rp 60.6 billion has been provi- 
ded for the creation of new ricefields in 
Pelita III. Around Rp 17.7 billion of the 
fund has been used by the farmers in the 
cultivation of the new farmland. 

About 79,000 Ha out of 146,498 Ha of 
new ricefields already opened from the 
beginning of Pelita III till Januari ‘84 
have been handled under credits and the 
remaining 67,000 Ha have been opened wi- 
thout credits. 

On the occasion, he also disclosed 
that the development of soybean plantati 
ons in Southeast Sulawesi had been entrus 
ted to PT Kapas Indah, a private plantati 
on company. Around 5,500 Ha of soybean 
plantations are handled by PT Kapas Indah 
at present. 

The Southeast Sulawesi administrati- 
on is planning to expand soybean plantati 
ons in the province to about 100,000 Ha. 


CSO: 4200/686 


10 




















TAX ON BAUXITE, NICKEL EXPORTS ABOLISHED 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 23 Mar 8 p 6 


[Text } 


Based on the decree of the minister 
of finance No. 41/KMK.011/1984 dated Ja- 
nuary 23, 1984, and No. 280/KMK.011/ 1983 
dated April 20, 1983, the government has 
abolished tax on bauxite and nickel ex- 
ports as part of the effort to promote 
non-oil/non-gas exports. 

The sale of bauxite and nickel in 
the international market is at present im 
proving. Australia and Canada are Indone 
sian rivals in the marketing of those two 
export commodities. 

Indonesia signed contracts with Ja- 
pan for the supply of 740,000 tons of 
bauxite in 1983 and 800,000 tons of bau- 
xite in 1984. Contracts for the supply of 
nickel from Indonesia to Japan cover 650, 


000 tons in 1983 and 895,000 tons in 1984. 


The export price of bauxite has drop 
ped slightly from US$ 15.20/ton in 1983 
to US$ 15/ton early this year, whereas 
the export price of nickel has been up 
from US$ 116/ton last year to US$ 119/ton 
this year. Indonesia's nickel exports con 
sist of nickel ore and ferronickel. 

Indonesia's bauxite exports stood at 
847,409 tons in 1983, indicating an  in- 
crease compared with 731,331 tons in 1982 
and a decline as against 1,030,752 tons 
in 1981. The bauxite exports were recor- 
ded at 55,427 tons in January 1984. 

Indonesia's nickel ore exports rea- 
ched 1,185,378 tons in 1981, 1,055,091 
tons in 1982 and 737,036 tons in 1983. In 
January this year, the exports stood at 
77,202 tons. 
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Nc ferronickel exports were recorded 
in January this vear. The exports of fer- 
ronicke]) reached 2],735,912 tons in 1981, 
18,647,754 tons in 1982 and 24 ,192.322 
tons last year. 

Bauxite deposits tound in West Kali 
mantan are bigger than those in Bintan 
island. The exploration of bauxite depo- 
sits by Aneka Tambang in West Kalimantan 
is still going on. 

A plant which will process bauxite 
into alumina being built in Bintan is ex- 
pected to be completed by 1986. The plant 
will operate with a production capacity 
of 600,000 tons/year. Around 450,000 tons 
out of 600,000 tons of alumina to be pro- 


duced by the plant will be suppli<d to 
the Asahan aluminium smelting plant and 
the remaining 150,000 tons will be expor 
ted. 

The production of bauxite on Bintan 
island was recorded at 1,203,380 tons in 
1981, 700,247 tons in 1982, 777,849 tons 
in 1983 and 75,441 tons in Januari 1984, 

The production of ferronickel in In 
donesia reached 19,883,928 tons in 1981, 
20,708,491 tons in 1983 and 2,017,149 
tons in January this year. The production 
of nickel ore in Pomala and Gebe island 
stood at 1,640,922 tons in 1982, 1,278, 
031 tons in 1983 and 131,981 tons in Ja- 
nuary 1984, 

















EDITORIAL ON DIALOGUE BETWEEN STRONG, WEAK ECONOMIC GROUPS 





Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 28 Mar 84 pp 2, 8 


{[Editorial: 


{Text ] 


Kadin-Indonesia last week organised a dialo- 
gue between a large number of businessmen of 
the weak economic group and those of the strong 
category. The terms strong and weak are preferred 
and used by the government. In the language of the 
general public the terms indigenous and non-indi- 
genous are frequently used, with racial connota- 
tions. 

For the government, which is bound by 
the Constitution and is obliged to implement it, 
any terminology that distinguishes one group 
of citizens from the other with regard to ethnic 
origin and descent, is not desired. pecause it will not 
be conducive to the process of national development 
over the long term. 

Nevertheless, the government cannot close 
its eyes to a fairly sensitive social reality. There 
is a great difference and gap in the level of eco- 
nomic advancement and prosperity between the 
so called non-indigenous businessmen on one side, 
and the public at large and the indigenous business- 
men the other. This gap and sensitivity can 
disturb social stability, so that the problem should 
be handled seriously im order to safeguard the 
trilogy of development. 

The government, wishing to avoid discrimi- 
nation of a ricial nature, is more inclined to help 
the weak economic group with various facilities 
to induce their economic advancement. It means 
that the government does not want to see any 
racial root-cause in the gap now apparent in society. 
This will indeed be the case over the long run but 
in the short term it is still there, and such a short- 
term reality should also be coped with. 
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"The Dialogue Between Strong and Weak Economic Groups”) 





In general the government assists the weak 
economic group with (small) credits at low interest 
through such programs as mini credits, small invest- 
ment credits, permanent working capital credits, 
intensification, cooperatives, etc. The government 
also helps small scale businessmen of the weak 
economic group, mostly indigenous, by granting 
them preferences in goods purchases and tenders 
for contracts. This is the policy outlined in Pre- 
sidential Decrees 14A and 18, which are very signi- 
ficant to tens of thousands of small businessmen in 
regions. 

Aparat from the policy to aid this weak 
economic group, Bank Indonesia has since 1974 
(after the outbreak of Malari student rioting) 
instructed state banks to give investment credits 
only to companies owned or managed by indi- 
genous businessmen. In practice only a few 100% 
indigenous companies can afford to undertake big 
investments, so that as a compromise those that 
are “converted” into indigenous firms can receive 
large investment credits from state banks, espe- 
cially Bapindo. This discriminative policy still 
applies, and is most probably difficult to abolish, 
in view of the sensitivity of this issue. 

Repelita IV grants an important place to the 
private sector, particularly in the area of new ca- 
pital investments. Within the next five years invest- 
ments worth tens of trillions of rupiahs are expected 
to come from the private sector, which raises the 
question, which private.party can afford to realise 
this ? Bapindo, a major state bank providing long 
term investment credits, can only reach hundreds 
of billions of rupiahs. 

Generally speaking, among the private circles 
considered capable of making large scale invest- 
ments are private foreign (PMA) campanies and the 
economically strong private national businessmen, 
owing to their own capital strength, plus their 
relations with the money and capital market in 
East and Southeast Asia. 

If the two private parties later grow too fast, 
the social gap will be too wide, so that social and 
political stability can be disturbed. Hence one of 
the rational solutions is to establish close coope- 
ration between the various elements of the domestic 
private sector, including PMA companies Jomiciling 
in this country, which also constitute part of the 
national economy. 

Major social or economic problems cannot 
just be left to the government alone to solve, though 
it should be realised that the government has the 
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biggest capacity and power. But the interested 
circles in society should also share, have the po- 
litical will to settle the questions and reach agree- 
ment with respect to modus operandi and modus 
vivendi. A big meeting can help achieve such con- 
sensus and formulate methods of solution, including 
the institutional setup to manage the process and 
program. Kadin-indonesia, as an organisational 
forum for all the elements of private business in 
Indonesia, constitutes the best social body for 
such cooperation in the business world. 

However, a meeting, though big and im- 
portant, and supported by the government, will 
not be able to solve an intricate social issue already 
existing for a long time and with a multi-faceted 
feature. Many people will surely disapprove bu- 
sincss cooperation and assimilation, as there is 
the suspicion that the strong will get 
even stronger. For most circles the im- 
portant thing is not the aspect of busi 
ness cooperation either, but it is the 
lifestyle and the gap in prosperity that 
hurts the sense of justice. Such a feel- 
ing cannot be cured within a short pe— 
riod, let alone a dialogue This meeting 
is more important to safeguard the target 
of capital investments and the trilogy of 
development in Repelita IV. 

However, if there exist open, regu- 
lar, and organisationally managed channels 
of communication between the various eco 
nomic groups with important roles to play, 
this will itself mean a socio-economic 
asset. 

Finally, the government should also 
be sensitive towards some criticism in so 
ciety, which spotlights the growth of eco 
nomic power concentration in one or more 
strong economic groups. Even on the part 
of the non ind’ geous community itself 
such en anxiety is often noticed, because 
this group will also feel safe if econo 
mic democracy is better guaranteed. So a 
policy and arrangement to prevent the 
spread and growth of this power of oligar 
chy should be formulated. This is the go- 
vernment's responsibility. Indonesia in 
fact still has no anti-monopoly or anti- 
hegemony law. In industrialised countries 
anti-trust law has long existed, & served 
as a major guarantee for economic democra 


cy. 
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EDITORIAL DISCUSSES POLICIES ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PELITA IV 
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 28 Mar 84 pp 3, 4 


{[Editorial: "Presidential Decree on Repelita IV") 


[Text] President Soeharto before leaders of 
the Congress/House/Supreme Advisory Coun 
cil and some ministers here on March 19 
signed the document of Repelita IV and at 
the same time made it Presidential Decree 
No. 21 concerning Repelita IV. In this 
way Repelita IV, to start from April 1, 
1984, is already complete with its legal 
and political foundations. 


From the statement of Minister/Bappenas Chairman Dr. Sumarlin in Bogor one 
gets the impression that various inputs from universities, research 
institutes and the public at large through mass media have been considered 
and processed so that the Repelita IV draft has its final form in Presi- 
dential Decree No. 21. 


Naturally it is not the government intention that with the issuance of this 
decree discussions on the five-year development plan are finished. This 
is important because in the implementation of Repelita IV various problems 
can be expected to show up. It is only proper, as stated in Repelita IV 
that the plan is indicative and thus it is fairly to-the-point & elastic. 
Here of course there are clear basic definitions such as estimated growth 
rates, national as well as sectoral. It is also obvious that unlike 
Repelita III, Repelita IV has explicit targets concerning the quality 
improvement of human life as reflected in targets to increase the average 
age and lower infant mort lity. 


Then what is still required to be 
discussed and improved ? The implementa 
tion of this presidential decree needs a 
series of policies that cannot automati 
cally be found in it though their guideli 
nes are certainly provided. For instance, 
the planned investments during the fourth 
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plan period of around 25-26% of the GDP, 
and the scheme that the share of the pu 
blic sector (private companies, cooperati 
ves, state enterprises) is about 46-482 
of total investments, should both be fur 
nished with policies in different sectors. 
The promotion of working efficiency amoug 


(state, private, and foreign) banks as fi 
nancial intermediaries relies on more com 
petitive management than in previous pe- 
riods. Not enough with the abolition of 
the credit ceiling, the competition to 
get demand deposits should also become e- 
ven fairer among the three banking compo- 
nents. Then how about the strategy to in 
crease savings so as to achieve such a 
high level of investments ? Should the 
15% annual interest for Tabanas (deve lop- 
ment savings) be significantly raised so 
that it can compete with bank deposit in 
terest rates ? 


Furthermore, what kind of a living pattern is needed to increase savings on 
a national scale? Our import policy should also be more critically dis- 
cussed here. Though it is true that the import components of consumer 
goods are getting less compared with capital goods and basic materials 
imports, they remain high in quantity. If we take a look at the numerous 
people whose basic necessities have not yet been sufficiently met, the 
reduction of consumer goods imports can even be accounted for. 


Certainly if we really want to increase investments as laid down in the 
Presidential Decree on Repelita IV, the import contraction does not merely 
ban apple and peer imports (even this is selective!), but it is far more 
profound. The industrial structure should even be more critically reviewed. 
This is because quite a lot of import substitution industries so far 
enjoying protection do not show significant improvements in efficiency, 
development of management, and management of financing. As a consequence, 
the public as consumers have to pay far more expensive than economic prices 
of goods and thus the funds for savings and investments are reduced. 


The above description is by no means 
intended to beiittle the presidential de 
cree because in fact it clecrly contains 
cirectives for the implementation of Repe 
lita IV in various sectors and aspects. 
For example, Repelita IV declares the de- 
termination to simplify different regula 
tions and licences. The banking liberali 
sation of June 1, 1983 constitutes a poli 
cy parallel to the government intention. 
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But in the area of state enterprises com 
prising Perum, Perjan and Persero, it 
seems that there is no other choice but a 
more critical view. Besides, the various 
facilities for state enterprises (especia 
lly Persero competing against private 
firms) are known to create peculiarities 
in the relative price. Such an odd _ rela- 
tive price from the economic angle im- 
plies that the market has not operated ef 
ficiently vet. This happens because of 
the presence of disguised oligopoly in 
which the market is dominated by certain 
circles only. This oligopolistic tenden- 
cy is actually not limited to goods “con 
trolled” by the state alone but is also 
found on the part of private circles. 

It is now high time to reduce vari- 
ous forms of oligopoly (which at a glimpa 
se make accumulation faster). This is ea- 
sier said than done. But here lies the 
challenge to the government and society. 

Over the long term, the reduction of 
these forms of oligopoly will have more 
strategic significance to the process of 
national development and that of social 
and national integration. 
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FRETILIN MUST BE INCLUDED IN SOLUTION TO CONFLICT 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 28 Mar 84 p 5 


/Text/ An International Solidarity With East Timor Meeting 
in Lisbon Sunday decided not to accept any talks between 
Portugal and Indonesia without the participation of the 
East Timor Independence Revolutionary Front /FRETILIN/. 


Mari Alkatiri, leader of that Timor political organization told the Portuguese 
News Agency /ANOP/ yesterday that the FRETILIN peace plan proposes that 
Portugal, Indonesia and FRETILIN begin talks under the mediation of the United 
Nations. 


From those talks a peace force would result that would assure the transitional 
administration of East Timor and supervise the stationing of the belligerent 
forces. 


The second point of the plan proposes a "free and democratic” consultation of 
the Maubere people to decide the political future of East Timor. 


The third point proposes the setting of a date for the transfer of sovereignty, 
permitting Australia the right to participate in the negotiations as an observer. 


Finally, it is proposed that other observers be selected in equal number by 
each of the sides and accepted by all. 


In its conclusions, the solidarity meeting organized by FRETILIN and the 
Committee for the Rights of the Maubere People, which lasted from Friday to 
Sunday, criticized Portugal "for having abdicated its responsibilities" on 
this issue. 


However, ANOP learned yesterday that the East Timor issue is going to be 
discussed next Friday by the Council of State, convened for that purpose by 
the president of the republic, Gen Ramalho Eanes. 


"Through its organs of sovereignty, Portugal continues to show ineptitude and 

a lack of interest, having apparently abdicated its responsibilities and 
suggesting that it is primarily the secretary general of the United Nations 

who has the responsibility for doing something" read the conclusions represented 
Sunday. 
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The meeting adopted the peace plan proposed by FRETILIN and supported by the 
Bissau summit meeting of the chiefs of state of the countries in Africa whose 
official language is Portuguese. 


It was also decided to launch a campaign to publicize the peace plan in 
different countries. The campaign will start simultaneously in all countries 
on 20 May. 


Another conclusion pertains to the role of the churches in the East Timor 
problem, appealing to them to express their solidarity with the church in that 
territory. 


All the churches are also invited to support all efforts aimed at finding a 
peaceful and fair solution to the problem of East Timor. 


The conclusion notes that the Indonesian Episcopal Conference and the Justice 
and Peace Committee of Portugual recently made public their concerns about the 
war being waged in East Timor since 1975. 


A third document approved at the meeting mentioned the need to intensify the 
information effort regarding the struggle of the Maubere people. 


Measures decided at the meeting were dissemination of the testimony of the 
Timorese refugees and the regular exchange of information between all the 
solidarity groups that are working on this issue. 


It was also resolved to organize an international seminar on Indonesia, to be 


held in Lisbon on the occasion of the next International Day of Solidarity 
With East Timor (7 December). 


8711 
CSO: 3442/335 
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HOME AFFAIRS MINISTER ON TRANSMIGRATION PROGRAM 
BK201201 Jakarta THE INDONESIA TIMES in English 9 Apr 84 p l 


[Text] Jayapura--Home Affairs Minister Supardjo Rustam appealed to the nation, 
especially to the people of Irian Jaya, that they should not be provoked by 
issues harming the national unity, and reminded foreign countries of the 
sovereignty of Indonesia that no foreign element may interfere in Indonesian 
internal affairs. 


The minister made the remarks in Jayapura, Irian Jaya, on Friday night when 
speaking about national development program. He said no province had been 
neglected. 


The development, he stressed, is national and integrated, and no province was 
given any privilege. 


He said it is proper to expand [the] transmigration program in Irian Jaya as 
this province is part of the country. "Carrying out such project is inside 
the country," he said, apparently reminding other countries. 


"So no foreign countries may interfere in the transmigration program in Irian 
Jaya." 


"Be cautious against any elements trying to destroy the national unity in this 
province,” the minister added, asking all levels of the people in Irian Jaya 
to strengthen the national stability. 


Like other provinces, the central government has given proper attention to 
Irian Jaya. The development budget for this province increased to Rp 91.2 
billion this year from Rp 81 billion in the last fiscal year, he said. He 
asked Irian Jaya governor to increase supervision and coordination in the 
implementation of the development program. And [the] transmigration program 
should be carried out seriously and integrated. "This is very strategic in 
the national development," he added. 
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SUHARTO OPENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING 
BK161344 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 16 Apr 84 


[Text] President Suharto has stressed that the implementation of the fourth 
5-year development plan must be directed toward supporting economic growth 

and intensifying efforts to ensure national stability as well as enhancing 
national development. To ensure economic growth, a large amount of investments 
is needed from both the government and public sectors, particularly from the 
business world. This was stated by President Suharto as he opened the 

national working meeting of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

at the Bina Graha building this afternoon. 


He said the government is drawing up a bill concerning the Indonesian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry to strengthen the organization and its role in the 
private business world. The head of state also expressed his hope that the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry would continue to consolidate its organization 
to promote its own capabilities in managing the organization for the interest 
of its members as well as for national interest. 


The general chairman of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Sukamdani, reported that the national meeting of the chamber is being attended 
by 900 participants, including delegates from the central organization and 
regions as well as from national-level associations and organizations. 


The national working meeting, which will last until 18 April, is being held 
under the theme "To enhance the function of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in realizing the self-reliance of the national business world 
within the context of ensuring the success of the fourth 5-year development 
plan." 


CSO: 4213/207 
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SUHARTO OPENS ALL-INDONESIA GOVERNORS CONFERENCE 
BK161100 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0500 GMT 16 Apr 84 


[Text] President Suharto today opened a limited all-Indonesia governors work- 
ing conference and the national meeting of the family welfare promotion team. 
In his opening address, the president ordered all the governors and the family 
welfare promotion team to pay more attention to the implementation of the 
national tasks we are now facing for the continuation of national development 
in all fields. 


{Begin Suharto recording] The purpose of our national development is for the 
progress and well-being of the people. Therefore, the increasing progress of 
our national development should ensure the welfare of the Indonesian people. 
It is useless if progress cannot improve the people's welfare. In implement- 
ing a coordinated development, governors should take the lead in their respec- 
tive regions. In leading and implementing the development, I hope that 
governors continue to preserve the spirit and [word indistinct] struggle because 
development, aside from promising [word indistinct] hoves, also involves 
various problems and big challenges. [Word indistinct] we carry out our 
development, the problems and challenges we have to face can be reduced. [End 
recording] 





The president reiterated that in encouraging the members of the public to take 
part in the national development, we should continue to pay more attention to 
women. In this connection, the president considered that the family welfare 
promotion team is one forum that has been able to (?convince) and encourage 
women to take part in national development. 


The home affairs minister, Suparjo Rustam, said in his report that the agenda 
of the limited governors working meeting involves the implementation of the 
fourth 5-year development plan, the cabinet's five basic tasks, and the 
national and regional budget for the 1984-85 fiscal year. 
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LODOYO HYDROPOWER PLANT IN EAST JAVA COMMISSIONED 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 23 Mar & p 3 


[Text] 


Minister of Mines & Energy Prof. Dr. 
Subroto disclosed when inaugurating the 
Lodoyo hydropower plant in East Java 
Thursday that the installed capacity of 
power generating stations rose to 3,913 
MW at the end of Pelita III (1983/84) with 
the production of electricity of about 
14.4 billion kwh in 1983/84. 


The generation of electricity by hy 
dropower plants has reached 2.2 billion 
kwh, an increase of around 57.1% compared 
with that in Pelita II, whereas the num 
ber of subscribers has increased to 4.36 
million, according to the minister. 

Around 69.2% of the installed capa 
city of power generation by the PLN state 
electricity company is found in Java, 
whereas the total capacity of electricity 
generated in Java covers around 772% of 
power generated throughout the country, 
he pointed out. 

The installed capacity of power gene 
rators operating in East Java is at pre 
sent 695 MW, of which around 210 MW or 
about 32.5% is generated by hydropower 
plants. It indicates that hydropower 
plants play an important role in the gene 
ration of electricity in East Java, the 
minister revealed. 

At present, the fulfilment in the 
need for energy still much depends upon 
fuel oil. The latest data show that the 
consumption of oil for power generation 
covers around 77.9% of the consumption of 
the entire commercial energy in the coun 
try, wnich is estimated at 210.1 million 
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barrels of fuel oil equivalent in 1983/84. 
The percentage in the use of fuel oil in 
the current fiscal year is lower compared 
with 81.9% at the end of the Pelita Il 
(1978/79). 

The diversification in the use of 
primary energy which started in the begin 
ning of Pelita III will be intensified to 
reduce the role of fuel oil in power gene 
ration from 88 percent at present to 55% 
at the end of Pelita IV and 20 percent at 
the end of Pelita V. 


ONLY PLN : The Deputy Governor of the East 

Java Province, Drs. Soeparman- 
to,.stated meanwhile that the East Java 
administration would maintain PLN as_ the 
only company responsible for the supply 
of electricity in East Java. The  provin 
cial administration does not allow priva 
te companies as well as cooperatives to 
manage the generation and distribution of 
electricity in the province, he explained. 

To guarantee the implementation of 
such a policy, the deputy governor appeal 
ed to the minister of mines and energy 
not to approve any application for opera- 
tion in the electricity generation and 
distribution in East Java. 

A number of 2,172 out of 8,359 villa 
ges in East Java have received electrici 
ty supply up to the end of 1983/84. This 
means that the realisation of the rural 
electrification program in East Java has 
covered around 26 percent of the entire 
villages in the province. 

The Lodoyo hydropower plant has been 
built as the third stage development of 
the Wlingi Raya multipurpose project. The 
first stage development of the Vlingi 
Raya project comprised the construction 
of the Wlingi Raya dam and the installa 
tion of a unit of power generator with a 
capacity of 27 MW. 

The construction of the Lodoyo dam 
and the installation of a unit of power 
penerator with a capacity of 27 MW for 
the Wlingi Raya hydropower plant were 
undertaken in the second stage. The func- 
tion of the Lodoyo dam is to neutralize 
the fluctuation of the water surface 
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created by the changes in the operation 
of the Wlingi Raya hydropower plant. 

To make the Lodoyo dam more useful, 
a hydropower plant with a capacity of 1 x 
4.700 MW has been built in Lodoyo. The 
Lodoyo dam constitutes the after bay of 
the Wlingi Raya hydropower plant and can 
generate electricity with a capacity of 1 
x 4.700 MW or 36,740,000 kwh/year. 

The Lodoyo hydropower plant is  ex- 
pected to be able to give electricity sup 
ply to at least 6,300 houses in the sur- 
rounding areas and to channel part of the 
power supply to Blitar. 


The Lodoyo hydropower, plant was 
built with Nippon Koei Co. Ltd. as a de- 
sign and supervisory consultant. Started 
in March 1980, the project was completed 
at the total cost of US$.20,068,282, com 
prising Rp 9,180,960,000 (US$. 9,474,907) 
from the state budget and US$ 10,603,375 
from foreign sources. 
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BRIEFS 


TRADE RELATIONS WITH CANADA--Trade relations between Indonesia & Canada 
have not developed and the balance of trade between the two countries has 
been indicating deficits for Indonesia. The available data show that the 
value of Indonesia's imports from and exports to Canada respectively stood 
at US$138.1 million and US$18.9 million in 1982 and US$.167.2 million and 
US$.22 million in 1983. Despite the imbalance of trade between the two 
countries, Canada has decided to impose quota on its textile imports from 
Indonesia from this year, involving trousers and shirts. Indonesia's 
exports of shirts to Canada reached 630,889 pieces worth US$.943,003 in 
1982 and 1,031,554 pieces valued at US$.2,092,890 in 1983. Canada's 
imports of trousers from Indonesia stood at 198,275 pairs worth 
US$.1,328,592 in 1982 and 679,506 pairs worth US$12,818,742 in 1983. 
Indonesia's exports of other kinds of garments to Canada were recorded at 
74,931 pieces valued at US$.635,882 in 1982 and 72,481 pieces valued at 
US$599,719 last year. [Text] [Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 28 Mar 84 
p 10) 
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FINNISH REPORTER VISITS KHMER ROUGE CAMP AT NONG PRU 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 20 Apr 84 pp 3, 27 


[Article by Anna Paljakka: Guerrillas and Civilians Share Food Aid at Khmer 
Rouge Camp" ] 


[Text] In general, the foreign media has not had any contact with the camps 
of the Khmer Rouge, Kampuchea's infamous guerrilla organization, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Thai border. Anna Paljakka, the editor of the foreign 
section of HELSINGIN SANUMAT, succeeded, however, in gaining entry to the 
Nong Pru refugee camp last week just before Vietnamese troops launched a ma- 
jor offensive a little to the north. 


Nong Pru's 70,000 residents receive food assistance from the UN, to which 
Finland also contributes. Aid rations are given officially only to the 
camp's women, but it is no secret that a portion of these rations is also 
obtained by the men, of whom many are guerrilla fighters. 


The guerrilla's "state", which has been named according to the Khmer Rouge's 
Democratic Kampuchea which was overthrown 5 years ago, meanders in serpentine 
fashion as a narrow strip along the Thai border. 


HELSING IN SANUMAT also went to Kampuchea proper where the Vietnamese-support- 
ed Heng Samrin government seems to be securely in place. 


However, food shortages still continue to plague Kampuc‘ea's people's repu- 
blic, and embellished stories circulate among the people about the safety 
of life in the refugee camps. 


Nong Pru--A Thai soldier, armed to the teeth, surprisingly pulls himself up 
a barrier by a rope and lets it go. The next three barriers are easily tra- 
versed. Even the one which is being raised -- somewhat hesitantly -- by a 
Khmer Rouge dressed in black. 


The Nong Pru refugee camp, in which 6,800 Khmer Rouge or their supporters 
live along the Kampuchea and Thai border, is a short distance away. Mostly 
women and children live in the immediate vicinity of the border. The men 
are a few hundred meters away at their base camps. 
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The residents are counted twice a year. Food, which comes as aid from the 
UN, is distributed to them on the basis of this head count. Several dozen 
countries contribute to this aid. Finland also pays a little less than a 
million markkaa annually for assistance to these refugees. 


Food and A Lead Pencil 


Today “gifts from Japan" are being distributed at Nong Pru. The sacks con- 
tain a week's ration of rice, beans, canned fish, powdered milk, salt, and 
cooking oil. A lead pencil is also included for spiritual nourishment. The 
refugees are supposed to receive a daily food ration of 1,800 calories. 


The aid is only given to the women according to assurances coming from the 
UN's aid organization's headquarters in Bangkok. Each person receives a ra- 
tion for two and a half people. Naturally, the food is intended for the 
whole family, including the guerrillas, admit the officials. 


There is not even any attempt to pretend otherwise in Nong Pru. The men, 
including guerrillas in uniform, bustle around the sacks. 


In addition to the food, the people conduct a trade in small dried fish, the 
odor of which hangs in the air. 


Small huts with palm leaf roofs glimmer in the bushes. Here conditions are 
clearly more primitive than in some of the other border camps. There they 
have wards for the sick, facilities for accomplishing small jobs, and a water 
faucet. 


The Khmer Rouge reject aid connected with health care and education and ac- 
cept only food. Editors are generally not allowed into their cams. The 
headquarters staff in Thailand perhaps forgot to delete the name hong Pru 
from my application. 


Four Years As Leaders 


The residents of this camp represent a hated regime. In 1975 the Khmer Rouge 
rose to power with the support of the peopie to overthrow the corrupt Lon 

Nol administration and eliminated the disparities between rural areas and 

the cities. For the next 4 years Kampuchea was a country closed to foreign- 
ers, a vast labor camp. 


In a few years Kampuchea'’s population decreased by one-third or one-fourth, 
the figures vary. The figures include those who died of starvation, over- 
work, and those who were executed, but also refugees. 


These people do not appear to be bad. Peasant women hide behind checkered 
scarves and giggle, however, are pleased when they can get into a picture. 
There are many children. Black shirts and pants, the uniform of the Khmer 
Rouge, are seen only on a few men. Everyday clothing is better suited to 
the Khmer Rouge's present activities, small-scale guerrilla warfare and the 
formation of political cells. 
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Weapons from China 


The strength of their army is estimated to be 25,000 men. Party leader Pol 
Pot of the Khmer Rouge continues to be the supreme commander of the army. 
He maintains his quarters in the Cardamom Mountains [Chaine des Cardamomes] 
south of Nong Pru. 


The Khmer Rouge receive their weapons from China through Thailand. Their 
objective now is ic assemble a broad national front "to crush the Vietna- 
mese enemy”. 


The residents of the camp do not seem to care about this objective. Through 
an interpreter they state that their home is over there, in the bushes. A 
few shells have been fired over there. The mention of Vietnam does not a- 
rouse emotions. 


A bridge made of planks leads across a creek to a gate decorated with leaves. 
A green sign at the side of the gate says that you are on the border of the 
country named Democratic Kampuchea. 


Three one-legged young men on bamboo crutches walk side by side along the 
bridge. 


The border guards take no notice. The speedy crossing of the border in and 
out of the gate is accomplished as if it were a joke. 


“State” Like A Ribbon 


The whole state, Democratic Kampuchea, is in many respects a joke. Its ter- 
ritory is a narrow zone along the Thai and Kampuchean border. The area be- 
comes a little wider at the few Khmer Rouge camps, pockets of a few square 
kilometers. 


Its subjects are 227,000 refugees, for whose souls three discordant factions 
are fighting. The Khmer Rouge are estimated to have 60,000 supporters. Two 
of the factions are strongly pro-Western, Prince Sihanouk's Moulinaka-organi- 
zation and the former Prime Minister Son Sann'’s KPNLF, which is increasing 
its military power. 


Democratic Kampuchea holds Kampuchea's seat in the UN and is supported by 
the majority of the world's countries. Many of them are troubled because 
of the inclusion of the Khmer Rouge. 


An Impoverished Republic 


A week earlier 1 was in Kampuchea's people's republic, which is controlled 
by a government placed in power by Vietnam in 1979. Its 7.2 million people 
are not given sacks of food. The supply of calories is inadequate since the 
harvest was bad. The opportunities of international aid organizations are 
worse than before. There is less money. 














Each one of these people is a potential refugee. Rosy pictures are painted 
of life in the camps. 


Confronting each other in Kampuchea are 160,000 Vietnamese soldiers supported 
by a still weak army and then the guerrillas. 


The situation is under the control of the government, there is no doubt of 
this. On the other hand, strikes by guerrillas have had their effect. Se- 
curity has become worse in the last couple years. Civilians and soldiers 
alike have been the subjects of attack. 


The guerrillas blow up bridges and plant bombs. The fields are mined. 


The roads are closed with barriers when night falls. Foreigners make trips 
by helicopter, trips that were once made by car. 


Unly Two Are Persona Non Grata 


The Khmer Rouge are no longer a problem, was the assurance made in Phnom 
Penh. All the others could come back except for Pol Pot and his foreign 
minister, leng Sary. 


It has been peaceful this last week in the border area. There was fighting 
further to the north. A couple hundred refugees came in one day. OUnly a 
few dozen have come since the beginning of the year. A large wave was ex- 
pected in August when a poor harvest would cause people to leave. 


Over the weekend it was learned that the Vietnamese had destroyed the near- 
by large Ban Sangae camp, which the KPNLF supervised and which was home for 
approximately 50,000 people. 


In the spring of last year a camp of the same size under the control of the 
same faction was dispersed. However, it was rebuilt with international as- 
sistance. 
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MCA CRITICIZES EDUCATION MINISTRY ON CHINESE-LANGUAGE EDUCATION 


Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 29 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text] See Tun Hoo, secretary of MCA's [Malaysian Chinese Association] 
Education, Manpower and Training Committee, has vehemently criticized the 
Education Ministry for its insincerity in handling the problems of Chinese 
primary school teachers and secondary school mother-tongue courses. 


He said: “It is detestable and undemocratic for a governmenta’ department to 
ignore public opinion and criticism. The accumulated disgruntied feelings of 
the public will do no good for the molding of national unity.” 


See stressed that the Education, Manpower and Training Committee of the MCA has 
all along reflected the views of the Chinese community on Chinese-language 
education and played a supervisory and critical role, and that it will continue 
to play this role more courageously in the days to come. On the shortage of 
Chinese primary school teachers, he said: “We are most dissatisfied with this 
long-pending problem. Instructions from above are often misinterpreted by 
goverment officials at the lower level, and this has resulted in the perennial 
shortage of full-time or temporary Chinese primary school teachers when the 
term begins.” 





See continued: “My stomach is filled with doubt as to how the students can 
learn anything in the classroom without a teacher. What kind of school is 
that? What kind of system is that? 


“New students entering the first grade were registered as early as 5 years ago. 
Our committee believes that if the Education Ministry had been sincere about 
solving the teacher shortage problem, it ought to have had ample time to plan 
and train teachers to cope with teaching vacancies or the annual addition of 
classes.” 


On the question of mother-tongue courses, See said: “Since schools opened on 
3 January, representatives of our committee have met with the deputy education 
minister and other relevant officials. We resent that our Chinese-language 
courses still encounter many ‘artificial harassments.’ High officials’ 
promises and agreements to take ‘effective’ measures have turned out to be 
empty and ‘ineffective.’” 
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See disclosed that the MCA committee yesterday submitted a memorandum to Datuk 
Sulaiman Daud, minister of education, expressing its dissatisfaction over 
education officials’ perfunctory attitude in handling the problem of Chinese 
primary school teacher shortage and their dilly-dallying tactic in conducting 
mother-tongue courses for middle schools. 


He said: “Our memorandum firmly showed that the aforementioned issues have 
aroused widespread dissatisfaction in the Chinese community and hoped that the 
education minister would immediately take effective steps to resolve the 
difficulties.” 


See stressed that according to a proposal stipulated in an Education Review 
Report of the cabinet, if parents of 15 students so request, the school 
authorities should open a mother-tongue class. However, such classes are all 
requested only after the school has opened, so that much time has been wasted, 
and moreover they are opened belatedly by using “insufficient funds” as a 
pretext. 


The MCA committee maintains that “this unreasonable policy on mother-tongue 
education will have a great impact in the future, robbing Chinese children of 
their right to benefit from mother-tongue education, besides violating the 
spirit and principle of the ministerial report on education review.” 


See said: “In the memorandum presented to the education minister, we repeated 
our request that the ministry earnestly deal with the problem under discussion 
by issuing a general order forthwith, detailing the correct way to deal with 
Chinese primary school teacher shortage and mother-tongue classes in order to 
avoid education officials in various states from adopting differing policies 
and to solve the problems once and for all.” 
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SPEEDY SOLUTION GF CHINESE-LANGUAGE CLASS PROBLEM URGED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 29 Jan 84 p 4 
[Commentary] 


{Text ] Nearly a month has elapsed since middle and primary schools opened all 
over the country, yet there is no sign of Chinese-language classes being 
started. Previously, there was some trouble concerning the problems of size of 
each class and subsidies for Chinese-language teachers. The public thought 
that the problems could be solved after Tan Tiong Hong, deputy minister of 
education, had made assurances. 


Who would have thought that these Chinese-language classes are still not opened 
yet today. The deputy education minister guaranteed that Chinese-language 
Classes would be opened 2 weeks after the school term began this year and that 
teachers’ subsidies would be increased from M$5 to M$10 per hour of teaching 
(for teachers teaching in middle schools) and to M$15 per hour (for those 
teaching in colleges). Well, when will these Chinese-language classes begin? 


According to investigation, the reason Chinese-language classes cannot open on 
time is that the Education Ministry has not issued a general order to that 
effect to education bureaus in various states. Without such a directive, the 
education bureaus naturally cannot make any decision. 


As to regular schools, their principals do not dare to open Chinese-language 
courses on their own initiative before receiving a directive from the education 
bureau concerned, for fear of all consequences. 


What's going on? 


Of course, this confusing situation can be attributed to the deviations of 
administrative officials in handling their tasks. We can also say that this 
has nothing to do with the authorities. 


When something goes wrong, the easiest thing is to put the blame on government 
administrators in order to absolve oneself of responsibility. That is the 
normal practice of many people. But isn’t it funny that such administrative 
lack of coordination could have appeared at a time when the Mahathir government 
is carrying out an efficient administration? 
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Not long ago, a serious shortage of teachers cropped up in all schools in 
Malacca State, the main reason being that temporary teachers did not receive 
their appointment letters on time. Although Deputy Education Minister Tan 
Tiong Hong had verbally assured them that they could carry on with their 
teaching occupation, school principals dared not hire temporary teachers on 
their own without a written directive from the education bureaus. 


Was this due to an administrative deviation? Or a lack of coordination among 
governmental departments? At any rate, this is a ridiculous joke indeed! 


As a deputy minister, Tan Tiong Hong should make a thorough investigation about 
the lack of hierarchy and coordination between upper and lower echelons within 
his department to pinpoint the problem and then punish the delinquent 
officials. 


As such administrative deviations have frequently cropped up, and as the 
authorities are sincere in opening Chinese-language classes, we suggest that 
red tape be discarded. As soon as a sufficient number of students have 
indicated their desire to study the Chinese language, such a class should be 
opened after the school principal has filed a report to the education bureau. 
It is not necessary for the school to wait until it has received a formal 
instruction from the education authorities. In this way many administration 
irregularities can be averted. 


For the sake of students who wish to learn Chinese and to prove the Education 
Ministry's sincerity in opening Chinese-language classes, we do hope that 
Chinese-language classes can be speedily opened in all schools throughout 
Malaysia to get rid of parental anxieties. 
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MOST STATE SCHOOLS STILL HAVE NO CHINESE-LANGUAGE CLASSES 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 4 Feb 84 p 3 


[Excerpt] Although scholastic term began a month ago, most state middle and 
primary schools still do not have Chinese-language classes today. In some of 
those schools which have opened such classes, the students cannot find the 
designated textbooks. 


There is only one kind of textbook used for a Chinese-language class in a 
public school. The government has not fixed a specific Chinese-language 
textbook, so the teachers in each Chinese-language class must choose the 
textbooks themselves to suit the educational level of their students. 


According to a survey conducted by this newspaper, practically all 
Chinese-language classes are using “Selections for Education" of the Malaysian 
Educational Printing Co or “Chinese Textbook” published by the Malaysian 
Educational Supplies. 


As the Malaysian Educational Publishing Co is no longer in business and its 
"Selections for Education” has long been out of print, it is difficult to find 
this textbook on the market. Therefore, it is impossible for the students to 
get it. 


What is surprising is that some schools still designate this »sarticular book as 
the textbook for the Chinese-language class. 


In a sample survey among major bookstores in Kuala Lumpur, Johore Bharu and 
Seremban, it is learned that none carries “Selections for Education,” and only 
a few shops carry the Chinese textbook published by the Malaysian Educational 
Supplies. 





It is learned that such textbooks are seldom put on the shelves to be retailed 
by bookstores. Normally, salesmen of the publishers would visit schools before 
a term begins to canvass sale of the books in bulk. 
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MALAYSIA 


CHANGED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS REQUIRE NEW STRATEGIES 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMNLS in English 30 Mar 34 pp 1, 24 


[Text] NEW development strategies and policies and their implementation are 
required to meet the new and difficult conditions facing the country. This 
means changes to existing work arrangements, new procedures and the adoption 
of new values. P 


The Mid-Term Review of the Fourth Malaysia Plan tabled in Parliament yester- 
day says the change has been necessitated by the severity and persistence 

of the current global economic recession which has changed the basis for 
planning of the Malaysian econony. 


Tue review says that only by implementing the new approaches and blending 
the existing values with the new can the nation hope to build a better society 
which will be united, resilient, self-reliant and progressive. 


In spelling out adjustments to the development strategy, it takes into ac- 
count the fact that the economic environment is markedly more difficult than 
envisaged at the beginning of the Plan period. 


Nevertheless, the economy is resilient enough to weather the difficulties 
ahead and the development experience of the past provides an assurance that 
satisfactory progress will be achieved by the end of the decade. 


The new directions in development strategies will further accelerate the 
progress towards the attainment of the New Economic Policy (NEP) objectives. 


The government has enumerated definite steps to ensure continued growth of 
the economy which is necessary for further progress towards achieving, “FP 
goals. Two key sectors are agriculture and manufacturing. 


In agriculture, the review points out that important structural changes have 
taken place which require serious reevaluation and consideration. 


The broad thrust of the strategy for agricultural development includes em- 
phasis on maximising farm income by raising productivity. 











The urbanisation of rural areas through regrouping of villares will form part 
of this new stratery for the alleviation of poverty. 


Consolidating small farm units with emphasis on larre-scale, organised and 
commercialised farming through the creation of a cooperative system of farn- 
ing is to be adopted as a key element of the agricultural development strat- 


envy. 


Cnphasis will be on the commercialisation of apriculture rather than maintain- 
ing 2 subsistence systen. 


This is because the planners believe subsistence agriculture is no longer 
tenable because of the low incomes this yields, pushing youth and able-bodied 
out of the villages into the cities. 


The review also stressed the need to change the subsidy mentality of the farm- 
ers. The review adds that government presence in agriculture has been exces- 
sive and consideration will be given to encouraging private enterprise in 
agricultural development. However, the guiding principle will be the maximi- 
sation of farm income. 


Land development and in situ development would continue with some modifica- 
tions. 


In the industrial sector, while stressing resource-based and heavy industries, 
the MRT points to the need to broaden the base of industry. At the moment, 
the base is limited to electronic components, textiles or clothing. These 
have little spill-over effect on the 


The economic growth 


, 
put forward a new direc rate for the 1984-85 period 





tion for the economic de- 
velopment of the nation. 

The development stra. 
tegies will be directed 
towards the strengthen. 
ing of public and private 
sector cooperation in 
order that economic re- 
sources, including man- 

wer, are used more ef- 

ciently. 

During the recession, 
the country still man- 
aged to achieve progress 
through the devotion and 
diligence of its workers 
and farmers. The growth 
rate, though not as high 
as in the 1960s and 1970s, 
was still commendable 
compared with other 
countries, even some of 
the more developed ones. 


is now forecast to be 6.7 
per cent, higher than the 
Six per cent forecast in 
the 1984 budget. The new 
forecast assumes a 
growth rate of between 3 
and 3.5 per cent. in the in- 
dustrialised world. 

In terms of output, the 
performance of the agri- 
culture, mining and man- 
ufacturing sectors wil) 
improve while that ‘ 
other sectors will + - 
ter a moderate recow: ~». 

Dr Mahathir told thm 
House that growth ..; 
agricultural output 
would depend on oil palm 
while natural gas would 
be ‘he major source of 
“a. inthe mining sec- 
or. 
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PRIME MINISTER REVIEWS FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN 





Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Mar 84 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Hardev Kaur] 


[Text ] 


THE Prime Minister de. 
parted from tradition in 
tabling the mid-term re- 
view of the Fourth 
Malaysia Plan in Parlia- 
ment yesterday. He fo- 
cussed his attention on ef- 
forts required to ensure 
more active participa- 
tion of le from all 
walks in national deve- 


8 

n this context he high. 

lighted the larger role the 
vate sector would play 

n future years 

While the total al- 
location and other rele- 
vant statistics were men; 
tioned, they were not 
emphasised as in pre- 
vious occasions. 

Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad dis- 
closed that the gov- 
ernment has spent about 
$40.4 billion or 944 per 
cent of the total five-year 
allocation during the 
— three years of the 


n. 

The high level of ex- 
penditure was to over- 
come the effects of the 
world economic reces- 


sion. He noted the reces- 
sion revealed the various 
weaknesses in the econo- 
mic structure of the 
country, thus serving as 
a reminder of the need 
for remedies. He was 
giad that the country 
managed, despite the 
weakness, to cope with 
the challenge. This gave 
added reason for confi- 
dence in \‘e economy's 
resilience. 


During the remainder 
of the plan period the role 
of the public sector would 
de reduced in view of the 
fact that government in- 
volvement was currently 
sizeable. 


The Prime Minister, in 
his 60-minute speech 
which was telecast live 
by RTM, disclosed that 
for the 1981-83 period, the 
public sector expenditure 
a8 4 proportion of total 
national expenditure was 
33.4 per cent 

Duri 1984-85, public 
sector development ex. 

iture will amount to 
19 2hillion This i« 29 per 


period. 
A major strategy for 
private sector in- 
volvement is privatiza- 
tion. This will ensure that 
the financial burden of 
the rr is re- 
and at the same 
time raise the quality of 
services. 


The Prime Minister 
gave an assurance that 
ivatization would be 
mplem@ited within the 
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cent lower than the 
amount expended in the 
first three years. 

Of the total $19.2 billion, 
the federal government 
will contribute $15.4 bil. 
lion of which $3.07 billion 
or 19.9 cent will be for 
agriculture and rural! de. 
velopment projects, $1.40 
billion or 9.1 per cent for 
commerce and industry, 
$3.73 billion or 242 per 
cent for transport and 
communications and 
$2.08 billion or 135 per 
cent for public utilities 


energy. 

Dr Mahathir added 
that the economic growth 
in the future would de 
pend largely on private 
sector activities. Invest. 
ment by the sector is ex- 
pected to grow al a rate 
of 115 per cent per an- 
num or an increase of 
$3.22 billion for the 1984. 
&5 period 

ith this, the private 
sector will account for 
about 67 per cent of the 
increment in total invest. 
ment compared with 60 
per cent for the 1941-43 
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experience, and basing 
on the inherent strengths 
of the economy, the mid- 
term review attempts to 
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DIFFERENT DIRECTION SET FOR JOINT VENTURES 





Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 3 Apr 84 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Adlin M. Zabri] 


[Text } 
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ae with virtually no 
plans for e 
Tengku Rithauddeen 


tives of ex 
as oe eee Sates 
ured products. 


He said the gov- 
ernment was offering 
various incentives to for. 
eign investors to set up 
manufacturing plants 
with local 


Foreign partners 


Minister Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad's recent visit 
to Pakistan, Malaysia 
would be sending a trade 

to the country 
late this year or early 


essmen and industria. 
lists on the 4 * 
that Malaysia 
aroha after. An yr 
ia expected to be held in 
Karachi for the benefit of 
Pakistan industrialists 
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ation that apart from 
contributing to the 
transfer of to 


should also look into the 


ase te exporting 


The minister has 
called on local manufac. 
turers to be more aggres. 
sive in marketing 
abroad. 


He urged them to sub- 
mit their products to the 
ministry so that they 
could be yed at the 
Malaysian Export Pro- 
motion Centre (Mexpo) 
and at trade offices over 
seas. 

His minisiry was look- 
ing into the possibility of 
expanding the existing 
a Mexpo to 
cater increasing 
number of products on 


y. 

tay 
was ng a 
alternative she tor'the 
centre 


Following Prime 
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Tengku Rithauddeen 
said Pakistan had > 
pressed keen interest 
setting up joint venture 
compe:es in down- 
stream activities in pro- 


cessing of oil palm. 
Meanwhile, a spokes- 
man for Lucky Lid said 
Malaysia would be its 
base for operations in 
South-East Asia Its in- 
vestment in the region at 
the moment was relative- 
ly small but it would be 


— 


+ 
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lal Haji Abdul Bakar, 
t actory 
would be built on a six- 
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hectare (15 acre) site in 


Siput 

$12 million. Its annual 
production is estimated 
at 48 million metres of 
180 cm width PVC floor- 
ing — about 90 per cent of 
the nation’s yearly im- 


He said the factory. 
when it operation 
in mid-t is expected 
to save Malaysia about 
$23 million in foreign ex- 
change. Presently., 

i about 


250, metres of PVC 


capital of $6 mil and 
authorised c of $18 


~oy hs per cent 
held yoo mag Py 
per cent by ky Lid 
and five per cent by its 
trading arm, Lucky- 
Goldstar International 
Corporation Lid. 
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SYARIAH COURTS TO BE UPGRADED 
Penang THE STAR in English 3 Apr 84 p 5 


[Text ] 
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PETITION AGAINST UNREASONABLE REDISTRICTING PRESENTED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 1 Feb 84 p 1 


[Text] Within 1 short week after the Youth Solidarity Movement [YSM] launched 
a “one million signatures” action opposing the unreasonable 1984 election 
redistricting proposal, its members in various places managed to collect 
100,000 signatures from ethnic Chinese of all walks of life. 


A petition signed by this first batch of supportive 100,000 signatures was 
presented to the Elections Commission by the YSM today. 


The encouraging, enthusiastic response to the mass action came from youths, 
political party members and their low-echelon leaders, local civic leaders and 
public figures of the Chinese community. 


The YSM said that the l-month time limit set by the Elections Commission to 
submit opinions on the issue is too short, unreasonable and deplorable, because 
the general public will not have sufficient time to collate all views for 
submission. Consequently, the YSM has been compelled to submit its protest to 
the redistricting in batches of petitions in order to catch the deadline. 


The YSM has appealed » the Elections Commission to extend the time limit 
to 3to-6 months. 


After the Lunar New Year, the YSM said it would continue to push forward its 
“one million signatures” drive and pledged to attain the target, no matter 
whether the deadline is postponed or not. 


It urged the vast numbers of Chinese community members to continue rallying 
around the action as a token of opposition to the unreasonable redistricting 
plan. At the same time, it requested the Elections Commission to uphold the 
spirit of our constitution to safeguard the substantive spirit of the “one man, 
one vote” system of our democratic country. 


In addition, the YSM will present copies of the signed petitions to our prime 


minister, deputy prime minister, cabinet members and headquarters of all 
political parties. 
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DEFENSE ALLOCATIO:: SLASHED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Mar 4 p 2 
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COMMUNISTS SAID TO BE TARGETING MUSLIMS 


Penang TIE STAR in Eaglish 3 Apr 84 p 5 


[Text ] 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


RIOT POLICE TO BORDER--Papua New Guinea has begun moving armed riot police to 
areas along the country's border with Indonesia to prevent Irianese rebel 
groups from entering Papua New Guinea. Police riot squads have been flown to 
isolated posts on the Irian Jayan border following the release of a Swiss mis- 
sionary pilot, held hostage by the Irianese rebels over the past 2 weeks. 
Radio Australia's Port Moresby correspondent, Sean Dorney, says authorities 
had delayed sending in the riot police unitl after the rebels had released the 
pilot, Mr Werner Wyder. Our correspondent says more than 300 Irianese refugees 
have crossed the border into Papua New Guinea in the past week. In a national 
radio broadcast, Papua New Guinea's Prime Minister Mr Somare, said that while 
he understood that Irianese living in Papua New Guinea sympathized with the 
rebels, his government would not tolerate violent threats, blackmail, and kid- 
napping. Mr Somare said he would not allow Papua New Guinea to become a base 
for rebel groups using violence to achieve their aims. [BK110707 Melbourne 
Overseas Service in English 0500 GMT 11 Apr 84] 
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PHILIPPINES 


FR BALWEG CHARGES DIRECT U.S. ROLE IN ANTI-INSURGENCY 
0W260725 Hong Kong AFP in English 0704 GMT 26 Apr 84 


[Text] Manila, 26 April (AFP)--A well-known rebel priest has charged that U.S. 
helicopters flown by American pilots “carry out search and destroy missions" 
for the Philippine Government against communist guerillas, a Catholic publi- 
cation reports. 


In a exclusive interview with Father Conrado Balweg, one of the most wanted 
communist New People's Army (NPA) leaders, the weekly VERITAS today also 
quoted Fr Balweg as saying U.S. military personnel accompany army operations. 


The U.S. helicopters operate in the provinces of Tarlac and Pampanga in cen- 
tral Luzon while U.S. military personnel have been seen in Bataan and Zambales 
Provinces in southern Luzon, according to Fr Balweg. 


Fr Balweg, with a 14,300 dollar military price tag on his head, told VERITAS 
journalist Adelaido Perez the 14 May parliamentary elections "will only serve 
to legitimize” the government of President Ferdinand Marcos and “his struc- 
tures of violence." 


The interview took place in the mountain wilds of northern Luzon between 
Cagayan Province and the Kalinga-Apayao region about 350 kilometers (218 miles) 
north of Manila, an NPA stronghold with Fr Balweg as the most prominent guer- 
rilla chief. 


The 40-year-old Roman Catholic priest, who belongs to the Tiguian tribe in the 
Kalinga-Apayao region, said he joined the NPA revolution June 1979 when ad- 
vised by his bishop to hide because his missionary activities had angered some 
rich businessmen, 


Ordained as a priest in 1971, Fr Balweg said he had never lost his belief in 
God and that if he toted an armalite now, it is because “the gun is an instru- 
ment for a higher value, the value of justice, the value of the dignity of 


man.” 
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LABOR MINISTER REPORTS UNEMPLOYMENT DECREASE 
Manila LULLETIN TODAY in English 4 Apr 84 p 1 
[Article by Chito Parazo] 


[Text] Labor Minister Blas F. Ople disclosed yesterday that the country's 
unemployment rate went down by as much as 59 per cent for the first quarter 
of 1984. 


Ople said workers affected by variov cost-cutting measures adopted by dis- 
tressed business firms have been given employment through the government's 
overseas employment progran. 


Statistics of the Ministry of Labor and Employment (MOLE) showed that in 
spite of the continuing trade financing and economic crisis, onlv 15,000 
workers have been displaced by distressed firms nationwide in the first 
quarter of 1984. 


This compares with 27,000 reported to have lost their jobs in the first 
quarter of 1953. 


Ople attributed the decline in the number of workers laid off to the continu- 
ing dialogue between MOLE and the distressed employers. It was reported that 
with the approval of union members, the emplovers have cut down the working 
hours of their employes in an effort to minimize production costs. 


As a result of this new scheme adopted by distressed firms, Ople said the 
number of laid-off workers has been reduced during the past several months. 


Ople also assured workers aspiring to work overseas that the country's man- 
power export will continue to prosper within the next 10 years. 
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CARDINAL SIN URGCS BUSINESSIEN TO NWELP FEED I'UNGARY 
iianila THC iANILA PAPER in English 9 Apr 84 p 8 


[Text] iiANILA (AFP)--Filipino Primate Jaime Cardinal Sin has called on 
foreign businessmen not to ‘sive up" on the Filipino people in their present 
political and econowic crisis because “they can use all the help they can 
get,’ the Daily Susiness Day reported today. 


Tne Archbishop of Hanila told the local European Chamber of Commerce that 
foreiy:ners must not meddle in local politics, but can help feed children of 
laid-off workers, according to the daily. 


Cardinal Sin said foreigners may be confused by the apparently festive air 

in earlier anti-government protests after the August 21 assassination of 
opposition leaders Benigno Aquino, explaining that this was due to the middle- 
class participants. 


But he noted that a recent “long march" from northern and southern capitals to 
Nanila held to call for a boycott of the May 14 parliamentary election was 
made up of ‘the working classes with calloused hands and weather-beaten 
faces,’ according, to the paper. 


“It has become serious now," said the prelate, who said the church was al- 
ready providing meals to more than 3,900 people and selling then rice at 
lover than its purchase price. 
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CENTRAL MINDANAO FORESTS BECOMING DESERTS 
tianila THE MANILA PAPER in English 9 Apr 84 p 7 


[Text] MANILA--Central Mndanao is fast turning into a desert because of 
the ‘continuing rape" of its remaining forests, the National Irrigation Ad- 
ministration (NIA) direly reports. 


The agency warns that unless all local authorities an residents act de- 
cisively to stop the forest destruction, the region's productive land will 
become barren by year 2000 which is just 16 years away. 


NIA's warning recalls predictions made by experts of the United Nations 
Food and Agricultural Administration and the Environmental Progran that 
Mindanao's once lush forests will be gone by turn of the century because 
of indiscriminate logging. 


A survey conducted by NIA found that of the 17,331 hectares of irrigable 
farmland in the region, only 74 per cent or 12,878 has benefit from irri- 
gation systems constructed by the government. 


Failure of the systems to function at 190 per cent efficiency is attributed 
by the agency to the destruction of ‘critical watersheds," a major result 
of which is the present acute shortage in the water supply needed by the 
region's agricultural, industrial and domestic sectors. 


The water shortage hobbling the irrigation systems helps explain why 
Central Mindanao is unable to make significant increases in its food produc- 
tion efforts, according to NIA. 


Majority of the nation's Muslim population reside in the region. It is made 
up of the provinces of Lanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, North 
Catabato and Sultan Kudarat. Regional population as of the 1980 census 

was reported at 2,270,940. 


Central Mindanao is identified by the government's economic planners as one 
of the most economically depressed regions in the country. The education 
ministry also reports that the area suffers a high rate of illiteracy and un- 


emp loyment. 
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The threat of desertification hanging over the region is blamed by NIA on the 
continuing decimation for what remains of its forest cover, particularly water- 
sheds feeding four irrigation systems--the Libungan, Malasila, ‘{"lang and 
Rugnan rivers. 


Watershed on the Libungan system was found by the NIA survey to be in a “very 
desolate state of denudation." Only about 50 per cent now remains of its 
protective forest which formerly spanned 53,000 has. 


Destruction of the watershed has reduced productivity of 8,000 has. of farn- 
land in the Nidsayap-Libungan-Pigcabwayan-Kabuntalan plain of the North 
Cotabato. Farmers tilling the area incessantly complain of lack of ade- 
quate irrigation water. 


The planters are also fearful that their fields will turn arid since they 
expect the still forested areas around them to “disappear soon" because of 
unstopped logging activities. 


NIA records show that the Libungan system was constructed in 1958 and used to 
discharge water at 13 cubic meters per second even during the dry season. 
Such a water flow today has slowed to a virtual trickle of 5.5 cubic meters. 


The NIA survey of the Central Ilindanao irrigation situation was conducted 
following a report turned in by Depandian PR. Ibrahim, the arency's field 
director for the region. 


Ibrahim singled North Catabato as suffering the worst situation compared to 
the four other provinces in the rerion. Only 15 per cent or 2,048 has. of 

an irrivable area of 11,102 has. now get ample water from its irrigation sys- 
ter', such a scope expanding to 35 per cent during the rainy season. 


In Lanao del Norte, Ibrahim said its irrigation system now services only 45 
per cent or 1,158 has. of its irrigable agricultural fields of 2,580 has. 


Unstopped forest destruction and slasii-and-burn farmers or kaingeros" are 
blawed by the NIA repional director as tlhe main causes behind the rrowing 
shortage of irrigation water in the region. 


Ibrahin called for “rastic regional and local officials action" on vart of 


national, concerned. Ile said this is tye only way to avert the forthcoming 
desertification of Central t!indanao. 
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GOVERNMENT SETS INVESTMENT PRIORITIES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Apr 84 pp 1, 6 


[Text] President Marcos approved yesterday the 1984 Investment Priorities 
Plan designed to spur the establishment of productive industries to generate 
foreign exchange earnings and increase job opportunities. 


Contained in Letter of Instructions No. 1396, the IPP is intended to over- 
come the present economic squeeze. 


The plan was recommended by Trade and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin, 
chairman of the Board of Investments. 


High on the list of priorities are investments to promote projects aimed 
at utilizing coal and other non-conventional sources of energy, and activi- 
ties promoting the conservation and efficient use of fuel. 


Under the plan, preferred areas in the manufacturing sector were also 
expanded to include the modernization and/or rationalization of pulp and 
paper mills, rehabilitation and modernization of foundries, forge plants, 
metal fabrication and machine shops, heat treating plants, metal finishing 
plants, and metal products test. 


All firms investing in preferred areas of economic activity listed in the 
1984 IPP are entitled to incentives provided under Presidential Decree 
1789, also known as the Omibus Investments Code. 


Firms participating in the Progressive Car and Truck Manufacturing Pro- 
grams will also continue to receive incentives. 


The government will lift price controls only when prices have become normal 
so that consumers are well protected from unscrupulous traders, Trade and 
Industry Minister Roberto V. Ongpin clarified yesterday. 


Ongpin, who is also Price Stabilization Council chairman, issued the clari- 
fication to clarify reports on an alleged decision of the Cabinet to remove 
price controls. 


Production of food crops like wheat and barley in this year's IPP is also 
being promoted. 
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To increase the number of animal breeders, investors are invited to go into 
semen and embryo transfer. 


Because of the foreign exchange difficulties, which started in the second 
semester of 1982, the government has encouraged foreign principals to invest 
in the capital stock of their subsidiaries to solve the latter's raw 
material problems. 


The President has already amended the incentives law by allowing foreigners 
to hold as much as 100 percent equity in non-pioneer preferred industries. 


The BOI said the foreign investors who avail of the liberalized participa- 
tion during the period from Dec. 4, 1983 to Dec. 3, 1984 can continue 
operation and enjoy the incentives beyond the one-year period. However, 
foreign investors availing of the provisions of PD 1892 cannot investment 
in areas reserved for Filipinos under the Constitution and other laws. 

[as published] 
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THREE-TIER EXCHANGE RATE RESULTS FROM ‘MODUS VIVENDI" 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Apr 84 p 14 
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fit 


| 


eez35 
i 


Hp 
He 
iet 


markets. 


J 
aie 
Hatt 
rf 
; 


allowed the 
extension for pre- 


a2 


CSO: 4200/684 


settled with dollars 
purchased outside of 
the banking system. 
During the last 
months or so, a modus 


be allowed to 


The sources said the 





re-payment basis, 
with the dollars in 


| 


T 


: 


pier ay 
aia 
rf : 


urces revealed 


af, 
s 
⸗ 


But the bigger 
volume of dollar trans. 
actions reportedly 
takes place in two 


55 


PHILIPPINES 


bleckmarket rate of 
16.50 to $1, are much 
higher depending on 
the nature of the trans- 
action. 

The sources con- 


firmed that the “real” 


existence before the 
crisis has remained 
flourishing. Selling 
dollars currently at 
? 18 80, this market re- 
portedly handles a 
volume of $2 million to 
$3 millon weekly and 
supplies the doller 


which quotes the high- 
est exchange rate, 
operates mostly in 
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PAPER MILL‘S PROBLEMS WITH NPA ‘LOST COMMAND’ REPORTED 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 14 Apr 84 p ll 


[Article by Mike Carroll: “The Philippines: NPA a Thorn to Paper Mill Giant"] 


{Text ] 
“UlEs Covent, Sasenes Se * 
sonorous voice a ese losses are no 
start of the slick slide small change for a com ye oS 
show history of the Paper that has been stag —~ yA. -yq 
Corporation of gering for several years — 
the (Picop) good because of But Picop, Se says re- 
“ta more a thing of Secreonah wactd marhete solutely, won't givg in, in 
beauty.” No one knows and a burdensome debt large part because meet- 
that better than do offi load. In 1983 Picop lost insurgents’ demands 
ciale of thio legging. pulp more than 100 million pe- — — 
and paper ogam Ba sos (M$i7.3 million), Mr Starts wih 6 small 
for reasons than Santiago estimates. Gmount ene Gen Gees Up 
what might first meet the This followed losses of and up,” he says. Once a 
eye. 308 million pesos (M$53.3 company ceases to meet 
A new species has be- million) in 1982 and 275 ee 
gun to creep million pesos (M$47.57 — 
m of trees that inha. million) in 1981 that For Picop's part, the 
Picop's oprawling necessitated government nearest burnings of 
180 ene ~— intervention and massive ne rok By 
gao del Sur in now >> outside of barrio Manga. 
eastern Mindanao. The — — oy Sy Picop is. 
New People's Arm workforce is nearly been no 
(NPA), 3 wing ot what it * in the = yet inside the head. 
the outlawed Communist 19708 varters camp, where 
Party of the Picop may have got mills and some hous- 
has begun y some help for its 93 
in recent months to make from the government. but PA, he says, has also 
its presence felt here, in there's no relief coming been extorting money 
an area where hitherto it from the rebels. Early in from some of ‘s lo 
had been virtually non- February this Picop cal tree farmers, and 
existent. received a extor- tating them against 
In 1983 alone, estimates tion note. y. 
Ricardo Santiago, Picop “They, want us to pay Mr Santiago is not 
vice-president and head them one million pesos averse to 
of woods operations, the (M$173,000),” says Mr or at least abett 
company suffered about Santiago the NPA. “As long aa they 
10 million pesos (M$i.73 are not our peo 
million) in damage from Peace pipe ple, (some of Picop's 
sabotage in 2 workers) 14 
March, August. “They first ack dicine food. We 
vember and December last J the — = mind that. That's okay in 
were active thelr demand this the forest.“ 
months and tractors month” Ry dL — 
were prime “They're doing it with property vest 
“They + other companies,” says ment from and 
of pesos worth “owe. Mr “I'm sure a illegal loggers and 
ment.” he says In t lot of poachers, Pi main- 
there was virtually no aay py 4+ tains a force of 200 secur. 
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ity guards and 100 forest 
rangers Since charges 


56 





seeiteiends toglyhpitgiiel ode ifingie? GB 
ir Hg Hi ues ily Hines ih i 

it pete it tei iy af a 

i453 HAE HE 5 iaeHEE HHO 


Sympathy 


ase ya 
ce it ee Lea 
hylbaeeidiual ell THOSE ie 
bf sine cidty: ue eer f 33; He si 
ink 2: il Lf Han Hild tt A 
eye mee Hh HATH 





4200/685 


CSO: 





57 





PHILIPPINES 


ENRIQUEZ SEES PIMENTEL AS NEW NATIONAL LEADER 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 25 Mar 34 p 3 


[Article by Migs Enriquez Jr. in the “Believe Me Or Not" column: “The Emer- 
gence of a ilew National Leader"’] 


[Text] In times of srave crises, we often see the phenomenal rise of an ob- 
scure and humble person to the heights of leadership. for as it has been 
succintly observed by historians, leaders are not born but are made by the 
convergence of events and circumstances. Wo wonder that in the history of 
the Philippines when the tyranny of the Spanish rule had reached its zenith, 
the mantle of leadership vas not worn by Rizal, del Pilar and other illustra- 
dos whose birth and education should have catapulted them to the pinnacle of 
leadership but on the shoulders of a bodegero in Tondo who was bestowed the 
distinct honor of leading the Filipino people in the struggle to free the 
country from foreign oppression. This phenomenon occurred not only in the 
Philippines but in China, India, Germany and other countries in the world. 


Today, as we confront the gravest crisis that visited his youne Republic, 
Aquilino Pimentel, a man of obscure beginnings has been placed in the center 
of the political arena in the people's struggle to regain their rights and 
liberties. Spearheading the fight for the restoration of human respect and 
dirnity, for equality and justice, ilayor Pimentel of Cagayan de Oro City had 
led. as he still now leads, a peaceful and non-violent Gandhi-like movement 
to alleviate the sufferinrs and to uphold the rights of the people. As a 
consequence, he has been persecuted and imprisoned to test the mettle of his 
convictions and to break his indomitable spirit to promote the public good. 
but he suffered in silence the abuses inflicted upon him without abandoning 
his principles and coals. It would seem that his solitary detention had only 
strenrtiened his resolve to ware a bitter strurrle to wipe out all remnants 
of martial rule in the country. 


llore brilliant and articulate men had succumbed to the inducements or the 
pressure of the administration. Others have accepted with christian resir- 
nation the cruel fate that has befallen our people. Jl'any more had fled the 
country and had chosen to continue the fight by lonr-distance methods in the 
relative safety and comfort of foreirn lands. Dut Acuilino Pimentel, like a 
Spartan warrior, has decided to post himself in the frontlines, armed only 
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with the hope that in the end the good will triumph over evil, and that the 
intrinsic validity of the democratic doctrine will sooner or later prevail. 


The Filipino people should salute Pimentel who is the newest and most authen- 
tic leader who has emerged to lead us in these crucial and desperate times. 
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SUTZ AJUINO GROUP WOULD CLALLEINGE MARCOS IN 1937 
ilanila TIL MANILA PAPER in English 26 Mar 84 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Teodoro Benigno] 


[Text] I\ANLLA, (AFP)--The Filipino people will “bring down" President 
Ferdinand Marcos by a crushing majority if he decides to seek another tern 
in 1957, the younrer brother of slain opposition leader Lenircno Aquino said 
today. 


Agapito (butz) Aquino, a spearhead of a growing movement here to sit out 
the ‘lay 14 ational Assembly elections, said that his group would forepo a 
boycott in 1957 and engage in a ‘hand-to-hand presidential combat" with (ir. 
larcos. 


In an interview with Agence France-Presse, Butz Aquino said there was no 
inconsistency between a Doycott of the May elections and participation in 
the 1957 poll. (once lit. Narcos puts his position on the line we are pre- 
pared to discard all our boycott demands,” he said. 


we said a boycott in ‘ay was necessary because Vir. Marcos refused to give up 
his powers to legislate and abolish the ational Asserbly as well as his life- 
or-death authority over subversion and National Security cases. 


butz Acuino declined to say if he would enter the presidential race in 19°7 


acainst ‘ir. Uarcos. tle said only that “in our reading’ of the Filipino 
neople, two-thires to three-fourtis no lonter support the president. 


cso; 6200/6706 
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BUKIDNON AFP CIVIC CAMPAIGN WINS OVER NPA ‘AMAZONS' 


Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 29 Mar 84 pp l, 8 


[Article by Greg Borja] 


[Text } 


They are called amazons of 
the New People’s Army. They 
can be fierce as tigers, but 
they also can be docile as 
lambs. 

What prompted these wo- 
men to join arnied struggles 
tave baffled many, although 
Philippine history has same 
cecounts of Filipino women 
taking active roles in armed 
uprisings. Gabriela Silang. Mel- 
chora Aquino. There are wo- 
men who fought side by side 
with men. ’ 


There i no doubt that wo- 


men cat do as well as men in 
battles In Malaybalay, Bukid- 
non, the army suffered one of 
iis setbacks when one officer 
was killed in an encounter with 
& group of rebels led by an «- 
mazon. ' 

But instead of retaliating by 
arresting all the known ama- 
zons in the area, Col. Mariano 
Adalem, commander of the 
Third Brigade of the Fourth 
Infantry Division, launched 
instead a “love campaign” aim- 
ed at convincing the people 
that government troops are fhe 
true army of the people. 

The love campaign has re- 
sulted in the surrender of 
many rebels and the pledge of 
allegiance of some 50,000 NPA 
supporters in Bukidnon. 
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Some ot those who surren- 
ccred were women. For these 
NPA amazons, emotional in- 
volvement rather than idealo- 
gical commitment were the 
main reason for their joining 
rebels. 

Lydia Vellejera, 42, of Ban- 
cud, Malaybalay, Bukidnon, 
was active in the Family Life 
Apostolate when NPA  ap- 
proached her for a massive re- 
cruitment activity in. the ba- 
rangpay. ' 

Lydia could talk convincing- 
ly about military abuses be- 
couse of her work as a reli- 
gious lay leader which had 
brought her to many places in 
Bukidnon. In her talks, Lydia, 
vho was known as Shirley a- 
mong the rebels, would cite 
cne incident she witnessed 
where a civilian was merciless- 
ly mauled in public by uni- 


formed men. 
But Lydia soon learned that 
the Communist ideology and 


her Christian upbringing were 
unreconcilable. 

What made her finally de- 
cide to break relations with 
the rebels was when she learn- 
ed about a report on NPA li- 
quidation attempt on a barang- 
gay captain .who was her 
friend. Not only did she warn 
the said official, but she stay- 
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<d with him during the time 
the members of the dreaded 
Sparrow Unit were in the ba- 
ranggay. 

Fortunately for Lydia and 
several other NPA amazons who 
realized they made a mistake 
in joining the rebels, army sol- 
diers were ed in their 
baranggay to drive away the 
rebels. 

Lilia Torrelino, 20, a secre- 
tarial student, was among 
those who presented herself to 
the government soldiers. She 
vaid she was recruited by the 
NPA as medical aide and had 
tudergone training on herbal 
medicine and accupuncture 
with the rebels. 

Minda Landag, 25, told the 
soldiers that she personally 
volunteered her services to the 
rebels. Like Lilia, she was an 
NPA medic. 

Elsa Biscog, a frail but pret- 
ty 21-year old amazon, could 
1.0t believe that her rebel com- 
panions had left her for good. 

Where it not for the sol- 
diers, Elsa, once an active 
member of the NPA semi-le- 
gal team, could have died of 
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fever and tuberculosis. 

Adalem personally ordered a 
complete medical treatment of 
Elsa and even directed several 
soldiers to donate blood to the 
ailing amazon. 

Among the NPA amazons, 
Myrna Lisada, 22, a __ social 
science student of the Central 
Mindanao University, was the 
most vocal lecturer of milita- 
ry abuses. 

An ardent follower of the or- 
ganization, being a member of 
the semi-legal team, Myrna 
used to sing beautiful praises 
for the NPA until her capture 
by the army soldiers. 

Her capture enabled her to 
realize the sincerity and up- 
rightness of the military in 
serving the interest of the peo- 

le that she volunteered to help 
im convincing other misguided 
elements to return to the fold 
of the law. 

Months after her capture, 
Myrna married one of the sol- 
ciers of the third brigade, an 
ironic twist of fate for a for- 
mer NPA amazon who used 
to shout that government sol- 
cers are evil. 
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CARDINAL SIN ON BOYCOTT, CHURCH OPPOSITION, RECONCILIATION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 4, 5 Apr 84 pp 2, 5 


{Excerpts of interview with Jaime Cardinal Sin, arch bishop of Ilanila, by 
PHILIPPINE COLLEGIAN staff writers Socorro Salcedo, Marilou Caerlan, and J. P. 
Robert Villason; time and place not given: ‘Jaime Cardinal Sin: ‘It Saddens 
Me To Say the President Shows No Willingness to Reconcile'"') 


[Text] The door of the Mercedes Benz swings open. A man in a flowinz white 
robe steps from the limousine, surrounded by four to five burley security 
men. 


With the unmistakable ruby ring and crucifix hanging from his neck, Jaime 
Cardinal Sin looks every bit like a famous clergyman. But since the Aup. 21 
assassination, he has emerged from a daily routine of mass offerings and care- 
fully-worded speeches to become one of President Ferdinand Marcos’ more vocal 
critics. 


In a country where nine out of every ten people are Catholics, the church 

has always been a powerful influence which not even the strongest of rulers 
would dare ignore. Last week, Philippine Collegian features staffers Socorro 
Salcedo, Marilou Gaerlan and J.P. Robert Villasor tracked down the contro- 
versial Catholic leader for an interview. Excerpts: 


With respect to the coming May election, you once said the choice lies in the 
individual and his conscience. Wow some say you are advocating participation. 
If so, why? 


I did not say, in my individual capacity as Archbishop of Manila, that the 
individual's right to choose between boycott and participation should be re- 
spected by the government. It was the Catholic Bishops of the Philippines 
which said that, and I concurred with that position. It is not correct to say 
at this point that I am advocating participation. What I said in Bajangas City 
was that we should participate--if the six demands made by the opposition to 
guarantee clean and honest elections are granted. 


At the moment, my position is this: let the citizens keep their options open 


by registering. If, later on, they decide to participate, then they can do 
so because their names are on the voters’ registry. If, on the other hand, 
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decide to boycott, then their boycott becomes nmeaninyful since they are 
registered. A student can be said to boycott his classes only if he is en- 
rolled. 


How do you feel about some clergymen such as Fr. Art falagat and Fr. Joey 
Dizon (for the jationalist Alliance) who openly call for a bovcott of the 
elections? 


Fr. Art Salayat and Fr. Joey Dizon are openly campaignin;s for a boycott. 
That is their riyht as citizens and I respect them for it. Just because 
aman has been ordained does not mean he ceases to be a citizen. 


What do you think of the six major demands of the onposition, supposedly to 
ensure weaningtul elections, wiich were practically irnored by the President? 


I have sone on record to say that I think the six demands made bv the onposi- 
tion are reasonable and within the power of the President to rive, IT have said, 
for instance, that the President siould lift the suspension of the writ of 
habeas corpus. I believe it is both iumoral and unchristian to imprison a 

wan tor a protracted period of time without charging hin anc putting him on 
trial. I have said that the PCO and the PDA should not only be suspended 
terporariiyv., they should be repealed permanently. 


Do you see an improvement in the political situation since the assassination 
of Leni:no Aquino Jr.? 


Certainly, the political situation has changed since the Aquino assassination. 
In tne sense that the Filipinos were awakened from their fear and apathy by 
the killing, the situatikon has improved. In the sense that the President 

as been torced to rant concessions--the elimination of block-voting, the 
restoration of the vice-presidency, the re-registration of voters-<the situ- 
ation has also improved. 


CSO: 4200/6758 


64 





BISHOP, AFP COLONEL ON GORE TRIAL ISSUES 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY PHILIPPINE PANORAMA in English 15 Apr 84 pp 5, 6, 35-37 


[Article by Margot J. Baterina: 


[Text ] 


"A Long, 


SAW pictures (of you) behing 

bars in the Philippines from 

newspapers here in Derry 
(Northern Ireland). | also heard 
the news on radio and TV. We're 
in the classroom now writing 
letters to cheer you up. | feel very 
sad for you and the other priests. 
| hope you get out of prison and 
celebrate St. Patrick's Day.” 

This is an excerpt of a letter 
from a 12-year-old girl in St. 
Mary's Secondary School in Derry. 
She and 57 other girls in that 
school had written “cheer-up” 
notes to Fr. Niall O'Brien, 44, an 
Irish priest now detained at Neg- 
ros Occidental’s provincial jail in 
Bacolod City. 

When St. Patrick's Day came 
on March 17, O'Brien was still on 
trial, along with two other priests 
and six Filipino lay workers, for 
the murder of Kabankalan Mayor 
Pablo Sola and four of his aides on 
March 10, 1982. 

Accused with O’Brien are Fr. 
Brian Gore, 40, of Perth, Austra- 
lia, Fr. Vicente Dangan, 40, of 
Dao, Antique, and six laymen 
working in Fr. Gore's parish in 
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Hot Summer for the Negros Nine"] 


Oringao, Kabankalan: Jesus Arza- 
ga, 34, Peter Cuales, 29, Lydio 
Mangao, 27, Conrado Muhal, 34, 
Geronimo Perez, 30, and Ernesto 
Tajones, 32. To many people, they 
have become known as the “Neg- 
ros Nine.” 

At the time of Panorama’s visit 
to Bacolod, we learned that as 
many as 600 letters and cards 
greeting O'Brien and his fellow 
detainees arrived at the jail’s Cell 
No. 7 each day. 

The Negros Nine face charges of 
multiple murder before the 
Regional Trial Court in Bacolod. 
They were arrested more than a 
year after the ambush-slaying of 
Sola and his four aides. (In 
addition to the murder charge, 
Gore and the six laymen have 
been charged with “inciting to 
rebellion” and illegal possession of 
explosives and ammunition.) 

At the time of his death, Sola, 
66, was facing charges for the 
slaying of seven farmers whose 
decomposed bodies were found in 
a shallow mass grave in the mayor's 
hacienda in September 1980, 





_ The case (docketed as No. 010) 
is being heard by Judge Emilio 
Legaspi. Assistant Provincial Fis. 
cal Lindy Diola and lawyer Fran- 
cisco Tagamolila serve as prose- 
cutors. The defense panel is com- 
posed of oppositionist José W. 
Diokno, Bacolod diocesan lawyers 
Juan Hagad and Francisco Cruz, 
and young lawyers Archie Baribar, 
Romeo S. Subaldo, Andres Hagad 
and Daniel Hagad. 

The priests have vehemently 
denied the charges. !n a joint 
Statement, they say “the death of 
Mayor Sola and his aides offered 
the ideal opportunity to discredit 
the church” through accusations 
that the priests were behind the 
slayings 

Their troubles, they feel, may 
have started when ‘they took up 
the cry of the poor” in line with 
the Pope's encyclical Populorum 
Progresso (an appeal to Christians 
to take concrete steps to help the 
downtrodden). Since then, they 
recall, churchmen became objects 
of harassment by the affluent in 
Negros Occidental and by mem. 
bers of the military. They term 
the charges a frame-up. 

“Vested interests are using their 
forces to counteract the voice of 
the Church,” Bacolod Bishop 
Antonio Y. Fortich said during 
bail hearings in Kabankalan early 
last year. 

The three priests believe that 
“the guardians of the status quo” 
must have felt threatened by pro 
jects and programs set up by the 
church, which questioned the 
social! system, supported labor 
unions and raised the awareness of 
the people. it didn't matter, they 
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say, what a priest did or didn't do 
as long as he kept quiet on the 
subject of justice in Negros 
Occidental. 

“| still believe in the separation 
of the church and government,” 
says Col. Francisco Agudon, pro- 
vincial commander of Negros 
Occidental, who filed the multiple. 
murder case against the Negros 
Nine. 

He views the role of the church 
only as within the spiritual con. . 
tex! “to guide us to pray to the 
Lord for the good of our souls.” 

‘The social and political needs 
of the people should be left to the 
government,” he says 

While admitting that the govern 
ment is limited in its resources, 
Agudon says it “is doing every 
thing within its power to reach 
the people in al! areas of the 
country.” 


He denies that the death of 
Mayor Sola has been “exploited” 
to get back at the church. 

“That's wrong! “ he exclaims. 
“it is my duty as provincial com. 
mander to investigate when a 
crime is committed even if the vic- 
tim is not a mayor. | filed charges 
against the late mayor and his 
companions when the seven bodies 
were found in his hacienda. When 
he died, there was still a case 
pending against him, but the pro- 
secution lost interest in the case.” 

When Fortich was ordained 
bishop of Bacolod in 1967, he 
started to translate the Pope's 
encyclical into action with the 
help of priests in the parishes of 
Negros. 

The priests helped set up liveli-. 
hood projects to upgrade the 





living standards of the farmers and 
plantation workers. Socioeconomic 
organizations were formed, among 
them fishing and farming coopera: 
tives, credit unions and vocational 
schools. Hog dispersal! projects 

and cottage industries were 
initiated. 

Seminars on human develop- 
ment and human rights were held. 
Religious sisters formed an associa: 
tion to help the less privileged 
through justice and peace move 
ments. Injustices were denounced; 
disputes between labor and 
management were heard, often 
with the bishop acting as mediator. 

The most concrete translation 
of the papa! encyclical was the 
establishment of the Basic 
Christian Communities or Anstia 
nung Katilingban. The Confedera- 
tion of Asian Bishops (CAB) deci- 
ded to introduce it to the region 
in 1972. Said to be patterned 
after the early communities 
before the coming of Christianity, 
the Auftlineban became a popular 
forum for social action in the 
hinterlands of Negros. 

KK members are taught to 
adhere to the Christian principle 
of sharing and caring for one 
another. Apparently, this wes 
misinterpreted by some quarters 
who accused KK members of being 
communists and the priests of be- 
ing “secret communist agents,” 

For the past 15 years, KK mem 
bers have been active in exposing 
abuses and corruption in their 
areas, and their militancy made 
them the objects of harassment. 
But they seem unfazed. More 
Katilingban; in fact, .ave been 
formed, (For one reason or 
another, however, the member- 
ship of som has decreased.) 
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“Let us continue to encourage 
the people to stand up for their 
rights in a truly Christian manner. 
| place my hope in the Basic 
Christian Communities,” says 
Bishop Fortich 

The Katilingban is all over the 
Bacolod diocese, although its 
concentration is in southern Neg- 
ros Occidental, where there are 
more land and labor problems. 
(Most of the haciendas, where 
plantation workers earn as little as 
P9 a day, are found in this part 

of the sugar rich province.) 

The Katilingban is a community 
of from 10 to 15 families, usually 
found in the sitios and barangays 
of the hinterlands. The members 
profess to live by the principle of 
“sharing the little they have, pray 
ing together, studying together 
and working together to improve 
their life and livelihood.” 

Through the Katilingben, the 
church sets up programs on educa- 
tion, health, family life and econo- 
mic welfare, in addition to the 
liturgical activities or panimbuhon. 
The Katilingben is quite a radical 
approach to church work, some 
observers say. Not a few of the 
suthorities in Negros, however, 
view the KK as a threat to 
national security. This observa- 
tion came about when the mem. 
bers started to join rallies and 
other forms of protest against 
violations of civil and human 
rights. 

One of the most active Kati 
lingbans was organized by Fr. 
Gort almost 10 years ago in the 
mountainous barangay of Oringao. 
Largest in area among the 22 
barangays of Kabankalan, Oringao 
is rich in limestone deposits. It is 
15 kilometers awey from Kaban. 





kalan proper, and its population 
of 5.000 is made up mostly of 
subsistence farmers cultivating 
plots of rice and corn. 

In summer, a drowsy 
atmosphere pervades the place. 
About the only signs of life may 
be found in the carinderias doing 
business on either side of the 
dusty, unpaved road that leads to 
the mountain border of Negros 
Occidental and Negros Oriental! 
some 40 kilometers to the east. 
The NPAs are reportedly 
ensconced in that border area, 
which is why the army has put up 
detachments and checkpoints in 
the outlying baranyays and sitios. 

Fr. Gore, younger of two sons 
of a retired army man in Perth, 
came to the Philippines in 1969, 
when he was just 25 and newly 
ordained. “| was slimmer and had 
black hair,” he says, pointing to 
his Now greying mass of hair. 

He was assigned to the Colum 
ban mission in Kabankalan as 
assistant parish priest for four 
years, long enough for him to 
learn Hiligaynon and speak it 
fluently. (Hiligaynon is the dom: 
nant language in Negros Occidenta! 
and nearby Panay island and is 
also popularly known as llongo ) 
in 1976, he was given the pastoral 
task of forming the Katilingban 
in the newly created parish of 
Oringao, together with another 
Columban, the late Fr. John Bra 
zil. The parish is made up of Ori 
ngeo proper, barangays Caminga 
wan and Carol-an and half each of 
barangays Orong and Tanawan. 
Together, they have a population 
of 20,000. 
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“We started the Katilingban in 
late 1975,” says Gore. “We didn’t 
like to set up 2 traditional parish 
like those in town centers of most 
Catholic countries like the Philip- 
pines. We didn't feel such a model 
would answer the needs of the 
people. Our objective was to go 
out and try to reach the greater 
majority of people who have 
little contact with the church. 
When we built the parish in the 
hinterlands, the people were very 
slow in developing because of 
that we would go into a lot of 
education programs so they would 
understand their faith and prac- 
tice it even without the presence 
of a priest all the time.” 

While still in the Kabankalan 

@rish, Fr. Gore met three of the 
parish workers who are now lodged 
with him in jail. Conrado Muhal, 
in charge of the Katilingban educa- 
tion program, was a scholar of 
the priest in the Kabankalan 
Catholic College. He wanted to 
study for the priesthood but failed 
to pursue it. Geronimo Perez, in 
charge of the health program, and 
Peter Cuales, of the economic 
program, were Gore's former 
sacristans in 1970. When the Kat- 
lingban was well on its wey, the 
three laymen, along with three 
others (Jesus Arzaga, Lydio 
Mangao and Ernesto Tajones), 
joined the Australian priest as 
perish workers in Oringao. By 
that time, they had either finish. 
ed college courses or undergone 
training seminars on flay Aapua, 
leadership, self discovery, Grama- 
tics, cooperatives and verrmculture. 








One of them, Perez, had trained 
in @ kibbutz, experimenting on 
sugar-farm management with Fr. 
O’Brien in the latter's mountain 
parish of Tabugon, 30 kilometers 
away from Kabankalan. 

Of the six, only Muhal wes 
born in a cane plantation, located 
in Binalbagan, where he started 
working the fields at the age of 
eight. He earned P2.50 for a day's 
work of weeding and cleaning the 
canefields. Early on, he learned 


how to survive On meager earnings. 


(A plantation worker like him is 
different from the migratory 
sacada, whose work is limited to 
harvesting the cane.) “At the 
time, my father was getting P4.50 
a day and together with what | 
made, we made do for the seven 
of us in the family,’ he recalls. 

Muhal's later experiences as a 
working high school student, after 
finishing elementary in the school 

near the hacienda, came in handy 
when Gore asked him to handle 
the education program of the 
Katilingben, a post he held up to 
the time of his arrest. 

“Literacy is very low in our 
parts because of economic fac. 
tors,’ says Muhal. “Children are 
needed in the hacienda to help 
earn the family’s daily subsistence. 
Even if there are public schools in 
the area, chiidren would rather 
earn P2.50 than attend school. 

Also, teachers in the barangays 
come only three days a week and 
a lot of children lose enthusiasm 
to go to school.” 

Life for most berangay residents 
began to look up when they 
joined the Katilingban, says Muhal 
A three-pronoed education prog 
ram for paristuoners was Started 
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in 1978. The members were taught 
catechism week!y in addition to 
out-of school and nonformal edu 
cation classes. At one time, 30 
young people from the di rent 
barangays attended classes daily 
for six months, using the week 
ends to apply what they learned 
in their respective communities. 
They learn cooking, sewing, hog 
raising, gardening and first aid 
aside from the basic three Rs. 

Students also observe the pa 
nmbahon during Sunday Mass in 
their communities. The panimba 
hon is an occasion when KK 
members learn to understand 
passages from the Bible. Together, 
they reflect on the meaning and, 
outside, translate these into 
action,” explains Muhal. The con- 
cept also involves directly asking 
forgiveness from someone you 
have offended. 


Even with Fr. Gore in jail, 
liturgical services are held every 
Sunday in Oringao and, for that 
matter, in the parishes of Frs. 
O'Brien and Dangan. 

Next to a strong religious 
orientation, the other concept that 
takes priority in the Katilingban is 
total human development. This 
involves looking after the well- 
being of the individual, econo 
mically, physically and mentally. 
“We help one another in coordina 
ting different programs. This way, 
No One masters only one part of 
a program,” says Arzaga, in charge 
of the family life and community 
building prograrns 

Arzaga’s wife, Julam, 33, or 
ginally coordinator for the health 
prooram with Perez, now supervr: 
ses the vermiculture project of 





the parish. She also acts as pay 
master for the daily workers. 
about 17 farmers’ daughters. 
Tajones, the singer and guitarist 
of the Negros Nine, helps recruit 
members for the KK, a job that 
takes him to far-flung sitios 
Mangao, an AB graduate from 
Kabankalan’s Catholic college, is 
charged with bringiny legal prob- 
lems of the community to the 
attention of diocesan lawyers. He 
hopes to become a priest some- 
day. 
A minimal contribution of P1 
a@ month entities a Katilingban 
member to hospitalization and 
medical care when he needs it. 
“Before, one had to sell a pig, a 
goat or the carabao in town at 
giveaway prices to be able to get 
to a hospital,” says Muhal. Today, 
a@ member has nothing to worry 
about because his medical bills 
are paid from the pooled month. 
ly contribution 
A few Oringao residents who 
have quit the Katilingban com. 
plain, however, that “they never 
got the benefit of their contribu: 
tion.”’ A young housewife, who 
asked not to be identified, says 
her bill was advanced by the 
parish, but she had to pay back 
the amount on instaliment. She 
adds, how ver, that it was not the 
main reason she ceased to be a 
member. She says her husband's 
transfer to another place of work 
made her quit. 

The Katilingban tries to be 
self sufficient. The ongoing vermi- 
culture project in Oringao has 
given jobs to members and money 
with which to build or renovate 
their houses. 


“| don't have anything against 
the religious who help the people 
economically,’ says Cal. Agudon. 
“But when priests start to alienate 
the feelings of the people against 
the government, that is some- 
thingelse.” 

The colonel admits he himself 
has not come upon such preach- 
ings against the government. The 
military, however, has been 
accused by some churchmen of 
monitoring their sermons. Agu- 
don puts in a reminder: “Histo- 
rically, we were conquered as a 
people not by the sword but by 
the cross.” 

Fr. Dangan was one of three 
Filipino priests sent by the bishop 
to Kabankalan in 1978 to work 
with the Columban missionaries. 
His parish today is in barangay 
Cabacungan, La Castellana, Neg 
ros Occidental. There are now 
26 Katilingbans in his area. in 
addition to initiating youth prog- 
rams, he helped in Mothers Club 
seminars on preventive health care 
and herbal medicine. “When you 
make them active members of the 
community, you also make them 
people of God,” says Dangan, 
who stowed away from home in 
order to become a priest. 

Two years ago, there were as 
many as 52 Katilingbans in Ori. 
ngao, mostly in the hinterlands. 
Because of unsolved slayings, 
however, many members have 
moved to other places. Other 
reasons for a decline in member. 
ship included work transfer and 
the kicking out of erring members. 
“A member can be kicked out for 
engaging in illegal gambling,” says 
Muhal. Some members quit for 
loss of interest. 








Have the murder cases affected 
the present membership? 

“It's the quality of mem- 
bers that counts, not the quanti- 
ty,’ Gore philosophizes. “There 
were those who feared the military 
and gradually left the church for 
other places. But the diehards are 
united. In a way, the case has 
become a refining process among 
the Katilingbans. It has strengthen- 
ed them and has made them more 
self-reliant.” 

The Negros Nine do not seem 
worried about how they fare in 
their crowded, steamy prison 
cell. Aside from provisions given 
by the diocese and the Colum- 
ban fathers, not to mention moral 
and spiritual support worldwide, 
some of Bacolod’s well-off fami- 
lies visit them now and then with 
gifts of food and appliances (like 
electric fans and typewriters). 

The nine detainees take turns 
in Cooking and housekeeping 
whenever Pacing, Gore's house- 
keeper in Oringao, is not around. 

The families of the sig laymen 
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left in Oringao get subsistence 
from the parish projects in addition 
to the help of the missionary order. 

Sunday is family day in Cell 
No. 7. On all days of the week, 
however, foreign and local visitors 
call on the detainees. 

Foreign observers from the 
church and legal sectors of 
Australia and Ireland are also pre 
sent during the court hearings. So 
are several foreign mediamen. 

While they are on detention, 
the fathers among the six laymen 
worry that their smal! children 
(ages ranging from 2 to 8 years) 
will rever understand why they 
have been in jail for 10 months now. 


“It's hard to explain to them,” 
says Julani. “The wailing good- 
byes on Sundays always break our 
hearts as parents.”” On their last 
Sunday visit, Junette, 3, older of 
two daughters of Jesus and Julani 
Arzaga, asked her mother: “Aon 
palangga pa kami m latay, “Nav, 
nga-a wa y pa nagpanh sa balay? ~ 
(If father still love us, Mother, 
how come he has not come 
home?) @ 
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iISAURI Of PAKISTANI SUPPORT, AQUIINO DEATH, MNLF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Islamabad TiL IMSLIM in Enclish 7 Apr 8&4 pp l, & 


[Report on an interview with Nur Misuari, chairman of the “loro ‘lational 
Liberation Front, Central Committee, by Salim Nokhari: “LF May Open Of- 
fice in Islanabad--'Pakistan A Source of Inspiration for Moros’"’) 


[Text] ISLAUADAD, April 6G: Nur Misuari, the Chairman of the Central Con- 
mittee of the Moro ‘iational Liberation Front (MNLF), has said Pakistan had 
been quite consistent in its support to IQLF and over a period of time, the 
relations between the two sides had been further strenethened. te said 
Pakistan now was a source of inspiration for the Bangsomoro people because of 
the Islamisation process launched by President Ziaul Haq. Ne said he was 
confident that his people could learn a great deal from Pakistan's experience 
in this respect. 


The MILF chielf was talking to the Muslim here this evening at a place where 
he is staying as a guest of the Pakistan Government. ir. ‘Misuari said he was 
keenly looking forward to a meeting with President 7iau!) Haq but added he 
might as well not be able to see Gen. Zia in view of the latter's pressing 
engagements particularly in a situation where several delerations from abroad 
were currently visiting Pakistan. 


AQUINO MURDER: Giving details of the circumstances under which the Filipino 
patriot Benifno Aquino was murdered, the MILF chief said he had informed the 
late Aquino that if he returned to Philippines, he was certain to be killed 
by larcos men. 


Referring to the murder in cold blood of the Filipino patriot, Mr Misuari 
said he had explained to the late Aquino about the intentions of the regime 
during a meeting with him first in Damascus in 1980 and then in Jeddah in 
1981. lle said he told Aquino that the decision to po back to his country will 
be too dangerous and added that Aquino had replied that if the worst comes 
Marcos would send him to jail. The MNLF chief said he told him that the 
larcos men would not stop anything short of killing him the moment he Landed 
at the airport. 


Mr. tlisuari said a little before his flight to Manila, Aquino who was at that 
time in Boston called his clleapwe Dr. Farooq, Chairman of the Foreign 








Relations Committee of the 'ILF in Madrid on telephone and sourht his advice 
regarding his travel plans to lianila. Mr. “lisuari said Dr. Farooq advised 
him not to run the risk of soing to the Philippines capital. ite also nate 
it clear that his life was at stake. The 'NLF chief said “r. Aquirc in- 
formed Dr. Farooq that it was not possible for him to chanre his schedule 
and decided to eo ahead with his travellinr plans. 


The “NLF chief said the rerime of Marcos had similar plans against him and 
added that after the signing of the Tripoli Arreement in 1977, ‘“‘arcos had 
invited him to come to llanila and hold nerotiations. Ue said a little before 
the date of his arrival in Manila he was informed by some of the Palace Cuards 
of tlarcos that they were under instructions to kill him at the time of his 
arrival at the airport. 


MNLF-OLC RELATIONS: Replying to a question about the state of "LF-OIC 
relations at present, “Ir. ‘lisuari said his organisation was enjovinge excel- 
lent relations with the Orcanisation of Islamic Conference as permanent o>- 
server following the passare of a resolution in 1977 at the Islanic Foreirn 
‘inisters’ Conference nmeetinr in Dabhar, Seneral. “e said OIC cave recornition 
to the (LILF as a sole representative orranisation of the Lancsonoro peon'lc. 
ue said since 1977, 'OILF was invited to all surmit and foreirn ‘inisters' 
meetings of the OIC. 


‘ir. Iiisuari said the OIC had been seriously trying to mediate for a peaceful 
solution of the crisis and it was the result of these efforts that tle 
Tripoli Acreenent was signed in 1977. We said -TILF had been recetvine nora! 
as well as material support from the OIC member states on bilateral basis. 


SITUATION ON TEL GhOLND: = Ashed to comment on the situation on the «roun, 

“f. <isuari said of late and largely due to the crowing crisis of t.e 'rcos 
recime. the imare of the iU°LT had been raised and added that due to increasin« 
struccle of his people, the colonial troops had been pulled out. 


STATISTICAL GLUOCIDE: Yo another question as to what was the ‘luslin popula- 
tion of the rhilippines, the 'D)LF chief said it was between seven to eirht 
million. ile said contrary to this, the ‘larcos rerine hac alwave claimed that 
it was not more than a million. For this, he said, his orranisation har al- 
vays chareved the ''arcos recime with statistical senocide. ''e said in 194°, 
the total population of the Philippines was 29 million while now it was 
between 5° to 52 nillion. 


“NLY OFFICLS: Replyine to yet another question that in how rany countries 
'NLF was runnin: a rerular office, “Ir. 'Usuari said sis orranisation had its 
offices in Tripoli, Damascus and Teheran and added there were other countries 
in which 'I\LF was running offices but it was not possible for hin to disclose 
their names. 


COMMISSION: The .GiLF chief said the commission appointed to probe into the 
brutal killins of the late Aquino had found out that the “arcos recime in the 
Philippines had its hand in the cold blooded murder. ife said {t was now a 
matter of time that the findines of the Commission would be made 'nown to the 
vworid. 





MNLF OFFICE IN ISLAMABAD: It may be added that according to well-informed 
diplomatic sources in the capital, the Main purpose of Mr. Misuari's visit 
to Pakistan is to seek Pakistan Covernment's permission to open an informa- 
tion office of the MILF here. The 'D/LF team headed by Nur Misuari, which 
also includes chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee Dr. Farooq is 
expected to meet the officials of the Foreign Office tomorrow. 


CSO: 4200/6705 
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CZBU COLUMNIST REJECTS FEDERAL PARTY STATEHOOD PLANK 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 7 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Atty. David G. Ompoc in the "Of Mice and Men" column--"'State- 
hood: An Impossible Dream'’] 


[Excerpt] The Federal Party of the Philippines is insisting in its plat- 
form the American union statehood despite the legal and moral impossibil- 
ities of attaining such a dream. The Philippines as an independent state 
cannot hand-over its sovereignty to a foreign country via the statehood pro- 
cess as our Constitution contains no provision allowing this sort of con- 
tingency to happen. In the basence of a legal and constitutional approval, 
any move to convert the country as one of the states of America is 
absolutely not feasible and realizable. In view of this circumstance, the 
leaders of the statehood movement stand suspect of pulling a magic act 
destined to hoodwink a disenchanted and disillusioned populace. Another 
political estafa similar to that perpetrated by the majority of the Pusyon 
Bisaya assemblymen is about to be committed because I'm sure the candidates 
of the party once given the mandate of the people w drop the statehood 
issue instantly like a hot potato and keep their el: the Batasan up 
to the end of their terms. 







CSO: 4200/678 
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REGIONAL COURT DROPS NPA SUSPECT'S SUBVERSION CIIARCES 
Nanila BULLETLIi, TODAY in English 9 Apr &4 p 5 


[Text] ANCELES CITY--Charees of inciting to rebellion and subversion filed 
before the regional trial court (RTC) here against an alleged woman leader 
of the dissident movement have been withdrawn for lack of evidence. 


RTC Judge Ramon DL. Tuazon approved the withdrawal of information filed 
against Judy Taguiwalo, tagred by the military as alleged rankinc officer 
of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) on recommendation of Angeles 


City Fiscal Antonio C. P. Fausto last ‘'arch 27. 


In withdravine the charges, Judge Tuazon said that he also took into con- 
sideration the letter of Lt. Col. Apolinario [Florencio of the PC-INP re- 
cional judge advocate general office in Camp Olivas, Pampanga. 


Carlier, Assistant City Fiscals Justino Manansala and lhamon Bonifacio, after 
careful re-evaluation of evidence presented by the military, recommended the 
dismissal of the charres arainst Taruiwalo. 


Tacuiwalo, a cum laude graduate from the University of the Philinpines (UP), 
was arrested last Jan. 25 by the PC oneratives while alleredly distributing 
subversive materials on llabini street here. 


Suortly after her arrest, two of the arresting PC soldiers, namely, Szt. 
lreneo Tibayan and Spt. Efren Reyes, filed charges arainst her for allered 
violation of Presidential Decrees 1034 and 1835, otherwise known as Inciting 
to Rebellion Law and Anti-Subversion Law of 1981, respectively. 


Vurineg the hearines, Tacuiwalo was renresented by [deardco PD. Panintuan, vice 
president for the Novement for Advancement of Young Advocate of Pampanra 
(PAYA). 


“AYAP is an association of lawyers of Pampanga whose main objective is to give 
free leyal aids to the poor, particularly the political detainees. 


According to Pamintuan, Taguiwalo, who is now four-montl prernant, has been 
transferred to Camp Crame, Quezon City, following the dismissal of the charges 
filed before the court here avain: t her. 
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COJUANGO ELECTED SMC CHAIRMAN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Apr 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Industrialist Eduardo 
M. Cojuangceo Jr. was 
elected yesterday chair- 
man and chief executive 
officer of San Miguel 
Corp. (SMC) to succeed 
Andres Soriano Jr. who 
died in Spain last March 
18. 

Cojuangeo, 48, served 
as SMC vice chairman 
under Soriano. 

In a meeting yesterday, 
the SMC board of direc- 
tors also elected Andres 
Soriano III as president 
and chief operating offic- 
er, Ernest Kahn as vice 
chairman of the board. 
Eduardo J. Soriano us 
director, and Jose C. Con- 
cepcion as corporate 
secretary. 

On Cojuangco’s re- 
commendation, the board 
amended the SMC by. 
laws, transferring some 
powers of the chairman 
and chief executive officer 
to an executive committee 
composed of Cojuangco, 
Soriano Ill, Kahn, Jose 
Antonio Garcia, Danilo S. 
Ursua, and Francisco Eiz- 
mendi Jr. 

Under the new set-up, 
the SMC board is now 
composed of the following: 
Cojuangco, Soriano Ill, 
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Kahn, Benigno Toda Jr., 
Carlos P. Romulo, Roman 
A. Cruz Jr., Antonio J. 
Roxas, Antonio Prieto, 


Edgardo J. Angara, 
George S.K. Ty, Danilo S 
Ursua, Jose C. Concep- 
cion, Jose Antonio Garcia, 
Raul S Roco, and Eduar- 
do J. Soriano 

During the meeting, 
the SMC board also 
approved the following 

1. Declaration of a cash 
dividend of P0.35 per 
share, payable on April 
25, to all stockholders of 
record as of April 23 

2. Confirmed the prom. 
otion and appointment of 
Jose Gabriel Olives to 
senior vice president- 
treasurer, Eduardo 
Soriano to vice president, 
and Carlos T. Soriano to 
assistant vice president 

Aside from heading 
SMC which is the coun- 
try'’s largest food and 
beer company, Cojuangco 
is also president of the 
United Coconut Planters 
Bank and chairman or 
president of eight other 


large business corpora- 
tions — Northern Ce- 
ment, Filsov Shipping, 
United Coconut Oi! Mills, 
United Coconut Chemic- 
als, United Cocoa Planta- 
tions, Legaspi Oil, 
Granexport Manufactur- 
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ing Corp., and San Pablo 
Manufacturing Corp 

Sonano III, 32, is board 
chairman of A. Sonano 
Corp. and Anscor Finance 
Corp., vice chairman of 
Atlas Consolidated and 
Filipro, president of San 
Miguel! Indonesia, chair. 
man of San Miguel Inter- 
national USA and San 
Miguel Brewery Hong 
Kong, director of United 
Coconut Planters Bank, 
and several other com- 
panies abroad 

Kahn, who joined SMC 
in 1937, is a certified pub- 
lic accountant and is 
chairman of Coca-Cola 
Bottlers Phils. He also 
sits on the board of sever- 
a! other corporations 

E. J. Soriano is senior 
vice president-director of 
A. Soriano Corp., chair- 
man of Atlas Fertilizer, 
and director of several 
other companies. 


C. T. Soriano, is direc- 
tor-senior vice president 
of A. Soriano Corp, chair- 
man of Soriamont 
Steamship, and president 
of Anscor Container 
Corp., among others 


Jose C. Concepcion, 49, 
comes from Davao del 
Norte, and is @ senior 
partner in the ACCRA 
law office. He holds a 
master of laws from the 
University of Pennsyl- 
vania 
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COLUMNIST SAYS ADMINISTRATION MOVING AWAY FROM CRISIS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Apr 84 p 6 


[Article by Apolonio Batalla: 


[Text | 


HE nation has moved some dis- 
tance away from the sources of a 
political crisis. After the lifting of 
martial law, one source of danger 
was the constitutional provision 
that empowered the Executive Com- 
mittee to act as caretaker in the 
event something serious should hap- 
pen to the President. That provision 
has been amended. The Executive 
Committee has been abolished by 
the newly ratified amendments and 
the Speaker of the Batasang Pam- 
bansa shall act as President if some- 
thing happens to the President be- 
fore the 1987 presidential election. 
A Vice-President will be elected 
along with a President in 1987. 
Before the amendment, a crisis 
could develop, as mary pointed out, 
if the Executive Committee was the 
caretaker because of the possibility 
that a power struggle could occur 
within the committee. That could 
happen because people within the 
committee could have the ambition 
to ultimately become President. It 
was also possible that some mem- 
bers of the committee could use the 
Armed Forces in aid of that ambi- 
The utilization of the Armed 
es for political purposes was 
4d possible because of the ex- 
.aded role the Armed Forces play- 
4 during the martial-law period 
Some danger is still possible 
under the Constitution, as amended. 
For example, an ambitious member 
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"Moving Away from Crisis"] 


of the legislature can take the place decrees on rebellion, sedition, and 
of Speaker Makalintal, who, by the subversion. And it will contain new 
way, has announced he is not run- safeguards against “flying voters” 
ning in the May elections. and other election frauds. 

But much of the possible danger There are certain questions that 
has been removed. The Acting Pres- remain to be answered. Among 
ident may not declare martial law or them is whether the boycott move- 
suspend the privilege of the writ of ment is likely to lead to a crisis. It 
habeas corpus without the prior remains to be seen. So far, the 
consent of at least a majority of the opposition is not united behind the 
Batasan. He cannot issue any de- boycott. There are some powerful 
cree, order or letter of instruction opposition figures who are inclined 
while the lawmaking power of the toward participation. 

President exists. And while acting Even if the opposition be united 
as President he shall not be eligible on this issue, that would not neces- 
for election in the immediately suc- sarily lead to a political crisis, since 
ceeding elections for President and the movement will be cov.:teracted 
Vice-President. He has in effect by the administration. But a crisis 
been neutralized. will likely develop later on if the 

Another possible source of politic- government tries to jail the people 
al crisis is the manner the elections who stayed away from the polls 
in May will be held In this connec- either on the registration days or on 
tion, the Constitution has been election day. If only a few are 
amended to change the regional charged, that will be discrimination. 
voting scheme into elections by pro- If many are charged and sentenced, 
vince, city, and district, thereby there will be chaos. 
removing one big advantage enjoyed (This reminds us of the observa- 
by the dominant party in the 1978 tion of some political scientists that 
elections. This amendment will be large voter turnouts do not neces- 
implemented by the election bill sarily make for a quality govern- 
that will presently be enacted into ment. Conversely, quality govern- 
law ments exist despite low turnouts on 

That same measure will abolish election day. There is evidence to 
block voting and the prohibition prove the point.) 
against turncoatism which marred The trend of the thinking in gov- 
the local elections in 1980. It will ernment is to move the nation away 
neutralize, for the purposes of the from political crisis. This we are 
elections, the various presidential happy to note. 
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JOURNALIST ON SAFETY OF TRAVEL AROUND MINDANAO 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 30 Mar 84 p 5 


[Article by Aurelio A. Pena in the "Window Shopping" column: "Is it Safe 
To Travel Around Mindanao?" ] 


[Text] Butuan City--I prefer going overland by bus from Davao to Caganay 
de Oro, but you can't blame people and friends asking you whether it's 
safe traveling by bus in Mindanao. 


Flying by PAL from Davao to Cagayan will take you only 25 minutes and 
only #175 one-way ticket, while an aircon bus (Fortune) will take you 
7 hours on the road and a one-way fare of P103 only. 


But I still like tc take the bus--it gives me the time to think and plan 
along the way, especially if yours is a business trip. If you're a 
journalist, a bus trip is definitely much better; you can be caught in 

the raging floods of Monkayo; get ambushed along the way to Agusan del 
Sur; or watch an encounter between rebels and soldiers near Butuan--the 
sort of stories you'd like to write and get by-lines on the front pages of 
the national papers. 


There are all exaggerations of course, but the dangers are real. There are 
still skirmishes going on in the hinterlands of Surigao and Agusan and the 
flood at Monkayo which can leave you stranded for days--is very real. 


There are still checkpoints near Butuan City which force passengers to 
disembark from the bus or jeepney while heavily-armed soldiers make their 
routinary inspection. [t's a bit annoying, but at least it confirms 
your suspicion that a "war" is going on it that area and government troops 
are fast on the trail of NPA rebels. 


A constabulary barracks near Butuan is pockmarked with hundreds of bullet 
holes and grenade blasts. A sandbagged outpost with a .50 caliber machine- 
gun peers out under a nipa thatched roof, with eagle-eyed soldiers watching 
every buses and jeepneys passing by a concrete highway near the Misamis- 
Agusan boundary. At a town outside Caganay de Oro, a boy in his teens 
wearing a black T-shirt and lugging a large armalite he could hardly ca: ~y 
stops a car for inspection. If there wasn't a white marking of "CHDF" behind 
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the shirt, you'd thought he was an NPA. These are all typical scenes 
you'll see when you travel overland around Mindanao. I saw these myself 
the other week. 


Is it safe to travel here in Mindanao? If it's dangerous to live in Davao 
city these past years and you're able to get used to all the killings, 
perhaps you'll also get used to traveling around Mindanao by taking the bu 
or driving your own car. Dangers lurk everywhere--even in your own home. 
I think that's the safest attitude to take. 

People in Mindanao are basically friendly. We're all Filipinos anyway. 
Residents in every town are helpful and friendly. Soldiers are friendly. 
Rebels are friendly. Everyone is friendly. 

Just don’t get into their way. 


] 
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FIFTH RETIRED GENERAL RECALLED--President Marcos has approved the recall from 
retirement of a veteran liuk fighter and combat-tested general of the Armed 
Forces for assignment in northern and northeastern Mindanao provinces. Re- 
activated tas Brig. Gen. Pedrito de Guzman who was immediately designated 
commanding general of PC-INP Region X with headquarters in Cagayan de Oro 
City. Until De Guzman's assignment, the post was held by a colonel reported- 
ly long overdue for retirement. De Guzman has an impressive combat record 
fighting the Huks and the New People's Army (NPA) in Central Luzon as a 
captain and then in Sorsogon as the provincial commander. When he was as- 
signed to Mindanao, this time as a brigadier general, he considerably re- 
duced the threat posed by the combined strength of the NPAs and the lloro 
National Liberation Front (!(NLF), especially in the three Davao provinces. 

De Guzman was later replaced by Brig. Gen. Dionisio Tan-Catue in PC-INP 
Region XI based in Davao City following De Guzman's designation as PC-INP 
Region V commander in the position he held until his retirement. Dr Guzman 
was the fifth retired general whom the President recalled back to duty. The 
other four were Brig. Gen. Mamarinta Lao; Brig. Gen. Cesar Templo; Brig. 

Gen. Angelo Quedding; and Brig. Gen. Pacifico Lopez de Leon. [Text] [lanila 
BULLETIN TODAY in English 7 Apr 84 p 5] 


EFFECTS OF U.s. EXCLUSION--The Ministry of Trade and Industry gave assur- 
ances yesterday that exclusions made under the 1984 United States gener- 
alized scheme of preference (GSP) would not harm Philippine trade. Except 
for sugar, no new Philippine product was excluded from duty-free treatment 
under the new US GSP, the trade and industry ministry said. The other 
products excluded from duty-free treatment are wood veneer panels, arti- 
cles of shell, net furnishing of vegetable fibers, other furnishings and 
bananas (not fresh or dried but otherwise preserved). The exports of these 
products to the United States last year reached the so-called “competitive 
need limit" or CNL, which is set at either $57.7 million or 50 per cent 

of the total US imports on the products. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY 
in English 11 Apr 84 p 13] 


UNION ACTIVISTS REINSTATED--Militant union leaders who are being harassed or 
laid off have been given a helping hand by the Ministry of Labor and 
Employment. The MOLE reversed the decision of one of its regional direc- 
tors and directed the reinstatement of five employes of Vitarich Corp. who 
were transferred and laid off for their involvement in union activities. 

The firm was even told to give their back wages for three years. [By 

Jesus C. Sison in the Teodoro F. Valencia “Over a Cup of Coffee" colum |] 
[Excerpt] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Apr 84 p 4] 
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SINGAPOR! 


BRIEFS 


SINGAPORE-CHINA ENTERPRISE--PEKING, Sunday--A delegation from the Singapore 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce has signed preliminary agreements for a 
series of co-operative ventures with Chinese enterprises, the New China News 
Agency reported. Letters of intent and memoranda signed during the visit 
covered such areas as joint-managed supermarkets, building materials, textiles, 
computer equipment, fishery, cigarette factories and hotel building. [Text] 
[Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 9 Apr 84 p 17] 
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BOUNDARY DEMARCATION PROBLEMS WITH BURMA 





THAILAS 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 11 Apr 84 pp 5, 6 


[Article by Kavee Joong] 


[Text ] 


HE UPCOMING tab 

between Thai and 

Burmese officials on the 
ad hoc —— on border 
problems w ire as 
much Gotemetic fneme as 
legal expertise. 

The third meeting of the ad 
hoc committee is scheduled to 
be held later this year in 
to discuss 2 solution to the long- 
standing demarcation line along 
the Mae Sai River and Ruak River 
jn the northernmost part of Thai- 
land, in Chiang Rai province. 

According to a Thai official 
source, the Burmese authorities, 
during the previous two meetings 
of the ad hoc committee, had 
raised the questions of rock dykes 
which had been erected by 
villagers living on Mae Sai River 
and the erosion of river banks 
along these two northern rivers. 
The Burmese officials asked the 
Thai government to remove all 
rock dykes on Sai River as soon as 
practicable, The three dykes in 
— are Mueng Daeng, Viang 

and Mueng Ngam. They 
were built at least several deca 
ago. Mueng dyke for exam. 
ple was built in 1909. 

Thai authorities contend that 
those dykes have long been 
there. Furthermore, those dykes 
were built even before Burma had 
gained independence. “For exam. 
ple, Mueng Daeng dyke was 
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government, which sees 
these dykes as an attempt by the 
Thais to divert the flow direction 


presen 

tapping water, it would be dif. 
ficult to engage in intensive farm. 
ing in Chiang Rai province. Cur. 
rently, water from Sai River can 
supply water to about 80,000 rais 
of cultivated land. For the 
Burmese, with the rising level of 
ive, they can sail boats and use 

as) water = transportation 
channel. 

The controversy does not end 
there. According to local farmers, 
they are the beneficiaries 
from Saji River. say that the 
Burmese who are living along the 


























eg 


been very rapid. 
‘Actually, during the rainy season 
both sides suffer from the soil 
erosion,” a Thai official comment. 


2 


A military source believes 
otherwise. He says that even 
though Burma seldom utilizes the 
area close to the Thai border be. 
cause these areas are homes of the 
minorities, it is not wise to have 
those areas fully developed. He 
says: “It is better to leave it 
that way, but then, once in a 
while you have to remind your 
iriend that the problem is still 
were.” 

Any discussion on the demar. 
cation line along the Sai River 
must necessarily take into account 
the villagers who live on both 





Thai official, who is on the work. 
ing goup of the ad hoc commit. 
tee on . 

the 


Foreign Minister Prapass Limpi- 
bandhu told The Nation that this 
small dispute could be solved 
without any difficult, if two sides 
really sat down to iron out the 
issue. “Water from this river can 
be beneficial to both sides. They 
live like brothers, anyway.” 

As chairman of the ad hoc 
committee on  Thai-Burmese 
border problems, Prapass sees the 
need to discuss and establish con. 








can prevent some erosion,” a Thai 
tarmmer commented 

Besides the donation of rocks 
to prevent erosion, some Thai 
farmers also cross to the Burmese 
side to work on farm planting 
rice, something they can do very 
well. They pay about 50 baht rent 
a month to grow rice 

Along the Sai River, Thailand 
also suffers a great deal from the 
rapid erosion. Since Thai territory 
is located on a lower level than 
the Burmese side, water currents 
trend to erode Thai banks. There 
are several places that farmers 
have reinforced the banks with 
huge rocks to protect erosion that 
mught occur Guring the rainy sta 
g0T) 

However, on theeasternside of 
Chiang Rai where the Sai River 
ends, Ruak River begins. Its prob. 
lem is the rapid erosion of river 
banks, which translates into 
several hundred rais of land Jost 
every yeat because of the change 
of the flow direction 


According to the border treaty 
signed by the Siamese Govern. 
ment and the British protectorate 
in India, both Sai and Ruak rivers 
are considered the demarcation 
lines for the two countries. The 
1940 treaty stated that if the river 
changed its route, the new direc. 
tion wil) be ured as a demarcation 
line 

Both Thai and Burmese offi. 
cials agree in principle that in 
order to reswlve the problem per 
manently, a fixed boundary 
method should be adopted. But, 
both sides have yet to decide on 
the kind of measures to fix the 
boundary acceptable to both 
countries. An informed source 
said that the Burmese government 
once sugeested to the Thai offi 
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$ that a straight line drawn on 
& patticular section of the river 
be used as a demarcation 
line. The Thai authorities resected 
the idea. They believe ti 
would be detrimental to Thailand, 
if any section of the rivers were 
cut off due to the new water 
flow direction 
With that in mind, the Thai 
authorities want to preserve its 


Thai bank of Ruak River, and far 
more senous than any part of the 
natural demarcauon line along the 
Thai-Burmese border This river 
forms a snakelike flow 
through alluvial soil of the two 
countries. Within a few monuhs, 
without any protection of rock 
reinforcement, as one farmer: puts 
it “you won't be able to recognize 
it anymore.” 

Some farmers who own lands 
along the Ruak River have lost 
their land holding simply due to 
the river's new direction. How. 
ever, these losses are not at an 
alarming rate, but any discussion 
on the Taal Burmese border prob. 
lems should take that into con 
sideration. 

Since the plain area facing the 
Ruak River can be easily flooded 
during the raimy season, more 
than 3,000 rais of land are under 
water This phenomenon has 
prompted Thai authorities to fear 
that it would eventually divert the 
flow of the river. If there isn't 
any concrete measure from within 
and without the country, that 
would mean several hundred rais 
of land loss 

During the recent inspection 
tour, local officials suggested that 
prevention of further erosion of 
river banks on Thai territory is of 
immediate concern because, they 
argue, the rate of erosion on the 
Thai side is too critical to ignore 
Since World War Il, Thailand has 
lost more than 2,000 rais 

For the most part, the Thai 
authorities appear sanguine about 
the talks on the 22.4km Ruak 
River. Currently, there are at least 
19 spots along the river facing 
erosion. They need to be covered 
with rocks to prevent further 
erosion. Local farmers admitted 
this prevention is only temporary 
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since they would rather villagers who live along 


eee & permanent concrete the river are somehov 
reinforcement bank. This related to one another. 
permanent method cannot Many Thai who had crossed 
be done without consulta- over to the other side had 
tions with the Burmese long become Burmese citi- 
officials. It is, of zens, and vice versa for 
course, of paramount the Burmese or other minor- 
importance for the ities who flock to Thai- 
two countries to work out a joint land. At the national level, the 
plan of preserving the river banks. policy makers of the two coun 
The border problem between ties should understand the reality 
Thailand end Burm is not of the situation along the Thai 
serious. | attempt to avoid Burmese border because in the 
future is the most wel. long run, the two countries have 
come. The Thai authorities edmut- no other alternative but to try to 
ted that the Burmese officials build up confidence in the sinceri 
had shown enthusiasm to solve ty of each side to work out for s 
the — —— — , you don't comprormuse for mutual interests 
have too a response, 
and propose ideas. So, we have to line open could future 
keep up the momentum,” said a tions become successful 
district chief in Chiang Seen dis. 
trict In the final analysis, historical 
There is one caveat, though. backgrounds and other mindsets 
The treditional suspicion which are not the same. But both coun 
exists throughout the history of tries have to coexist, and in order 
Thai-Burmese relations can to do thes Thai and Burmese of 
impede the progress of border ficial must continue their dialogue 
talks. On the local level, distrust and understand of each others 
is kept at « low level because problems 
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MONAZITE BAN MAY BE LIFTED 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 2 Apr 84 p 18 


[Text | 


THE 10-wear ban on the 
export of monazite is ex 
pected to be lifted anon 
to enable the country to 
earn more foreign cur 
rency 


Speaking at = the 
annua! genera! meeting 
of the Chamber of 
Mines at the Indra Re- 

t Hotel on Friday 
rector General Siva 
vong Changkasir of the 
Department of Minera! 
Resources sand that the 
DMR would ask the 
Industry Ministry to lift 
the expert ban on thie 

type of ore 


Export of monazite 
wae banned by the 
previous Government 
following criticisms 
from the public which 
said that since monazite 
i @ radsoactive ore, it 
should be reserved for 


loca! use 


The director-general! 
said monazite, which is 
a by product of tin 
dreasing should be ex 
ported to bring foreign 


currency into the coun 


try instead of allowing 
it to hee sdle 


Meanwhile, an om 
formed source said that 
the plan to lift the ex 
port ban followed com 
plaints from miuners 
who were suffering from 
a decline in tin prices 


The Government had 
been asked te set up « 
plant to extract radioac 
tive materials from 
monazite or to buy the 
ore from the miners but 
no ection hed been 


permission 

to export the ore to off. 
set their revenue short 
fall stemming from the 
fall on tin prices 

Crtong the above rea 
son. the Chamber of 
Mines aleo recently 
urged the DMR to iif 
the export ban on mone 
tite 

The source said « cer 
tain amount of mona 
tite « beme sored 
ready for export once 
the ben i« lifted bw the 
Government 
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TRADE GAINS WITH LAOS 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 5 Apr 84 p 19 


[Text | 
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TRADE DEAL WITH GDR 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 12 Apr 84 p 17 


[Text ] 
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THAILAND and East Germany have signed 
an accord aimed at increasing bilateral trade 
to US$120 million next year. 


The signing of agreed minutes came after 
Negotiations in the Eastern European country 
between a Thai team led by Mrs Oranuj 
Osathananda, acting director general of the 
Foreign Trade Department and Mr H Bose, 
head of the delegation of the German Demo 
cratic Republic. 


It’ was the fourth time for the Thai-East 
German Joint Committee on Trade during 
March 28-30, and results of bilateral trade 
were reviewed. 

The bilateral trade has been increasing from 
US$7.87 million in 1982 to US$14.46 million 
last year but during the first 10 months of 
1983, Thailand suffered a trade deficit. 


The two sides proposed increase in counter 
trade so that the annual value can reach USS- 
120 million next year. 

Under the agreed minutes, Thailand wants 
to export rice, maize, tapioca products, natural 
rubber, coffee beans, tobacco leaf, textiles, 
jute products, castor oil, fluorite, leather goods, 
canned food and marine products. 

East Germany wants to sell textile mach- 
inery, packaging machines, soil improvement 
machinery, printing equipment, agricultural 
machinery, computer and electrical motors. 

In the field of economic cooperation, East 
Germany wents to actively participate in Thai- 
land's Fifth Plan such as survey and production 
of lignite, manufacturing of equipment for 
drying, maize preservation, and production of 
machinery and equipment for cement and tex- 
tile industries. 
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DMR TO GO ON WITH PILOT POTASH PROJECT IN NORTHEAST 
Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in Engl‘sh 12 Apr 84 p 18 


[Text ] 


THE Department of Mineral Resources has 
decided to go ahead with a pilot project to de- 
velop potash mining in the Northeast now that 
it has found alternatives to overcome a problem 
of underground flooding in earlier excavation. 


The DMR is working on a proposal for In- 
dustry Minister Ob Vasuratna’s approval after 
he expressed doubts over the project last week. 

Minister Ob's concern came after the project 
had encountered flooding by underground wa- 
ter. The mining site is in Bamnet Narong of 
Chaiyaphum Province which offers good po- 
tential for commercial development of potash 
mining. 

Minister Ob said last week that an additional 
US$5 million would be needed to continue the 
project whereby vertical excavation would re- 
place open-pit mining. He instructed the DMR 
to study two major points. The first was wheth- 
er the borrowing of an additional USS$S million 
would exceed the limits set by the Finance Min- 
istry for external borrowing and the second is 
whether new excavation would face flooding. 


The pilot project has received a US$10 mil- 
lion financing from the World Bank. The DMR 
has commissioned a European consortium to 
undertake the . It comprises Thyssen 
Rheistah! Technik GmbH, Mines de Potasse 
d’Alsace S.A., and PEC Engineering Co of 
France. It also includes Thyssen Great Britain 
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Ltd of England which is affiliated to Thyssen of 
West Germany. 

Preliminary results show that there may be 
up to six trillion tons of potash deposits in the 
entire northeastern region but major deposits 
are believed to be in four provinces of Khon 
Kaen, Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Ratchasima and 
Saraburi. 

The same results show heavy concentration 
of potash of “carnallite grade” which is su- 
perior to any other grade discovered so far. 
Similar grade has been found in Sibe-ia of the 
Soviet Union and Canada. 

Well-informed sources said that the DMR 
has come to conclusion on the two points 
raised by Minister Ob. The unit has received 
confirmation from the World Bank that the re- 
quired US$S5 million could be rearranged from 
other untapped loans marked fc ¢ other projects 
in Thailand. 

For the second point, the DMR expects that 
if the mining site is shifted 10 kilometres away 
with vertical excavation of 400 wells, there 
would not be flooding. If at all there is, there is 
a technique good enough to seal infiltration of 
water, the sources said. 

New excavation is expected to take one 
year. The s urces said that the DMR will report 
to Minister Ob and present the World Bank's 
confirmatic n on additional financing. 

DMR oificials believe that continuity of the 














cso: 


project would yield a lot of benefits. Results of 
the pilot project can be sold to private firms 
which are interested in potash venture. 


The government has to invest a total of 
US$15 million through the World Bank financ- 
ing. But the DMR officials believe that private 
firms would be more than willing to repay the 
amount, because the pilot project's financing 
accounts for 5% of the whole potash develop- 
ment project which requires US$300 million 
investment. 


The sources said the ongoing project will be 
capable of | ean. one million tons of potash 
annually. Other surveys indicate that 94% of 
the output has export market while the rest can 
be used as feedstock for domestic fertilizer pro- 
duction. J 

It is estimated that if the project enters com- 
mercial production, the country can save 1,400 
million baht in foreign exchange while export 
revenue will be 16,000 million baht during the 
first seven years. . 


“If the government does not want to invest 
in this project, it can invite private venture,” 
said the sources. Moreover, results of the pilot 
project can serve in the training of local firms. 

The government wants to have supply of 
rock salt, a by-product from the po ven- 
ture, for the multi-million baht ASEAN Rock 
Salt-Soda Ash Project. 


4200/683 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


KILLING OF SECURITY OFFICIAL--Two more 30 April cadres [derogatory term for 
southerners who joined the communist ranks on the eve of the fall of South 
Vietnam in April 1975] serving as informers and a Vietnamese communist public 
security agent were recently punished. At 2300 on 29 March, cadres of the 
National United Front for the Liberation of Vietnam killed two informers named 
(Phan Truong) and (Vo Thong Minh) and a Vietnamese communist public security 
agent named (Dang Van Tam) who were searching the houses of people in the 
Sixth Precinct, Saigon, looking for what they called illegal residents and es- 
capees from the new economic zones. The front cadres got away safely after 
the killing. Other 30 April cadres and public security agents will be duly 
punished in turn, [Text] [BK220834 (Clandestine) Vietnam Resistance Radio in 
Vietnamese 0200 GMT 22 Apr 84] 


CSO: 4209/253 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


DANG HUU INTERVIEWED ON SOVIET-VIETNAMESE COOPERATION 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 6 Mar 84 p 5 
[Article by Yu. Gatselyuk: “The Good Fruits of Coope-ation"] 


[Text] 7 March is the 25th anniversary of the signing of 
the Agreement on Scientific and Technical Cooperation 
between the Soviet Union and the Socialist Rebpublic of 
Vietnam. Yu. Gatselyuk,IZVESTIYA's correspondent in 
Hanoi, asked Comrade Dang Huu, chairman of the State 
Science and Technology Commission, to tell the news- 
paper's readers about the results of our cooperation 
during the past quarter of a century and about the plans 
for its further expansion in the immediate future. 


Dang Huu said: “The past years have been marked by a great step forward for 
Vietnamese science and technology. It is sufficient, for example, to mention 
that the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has at its disposal today a significant 
-- more than 30,000 strong -- detachment of scientific workers. More than 
4,000 of them have scientific degrees. You see, it was possible at the very 
beginning to count people like this in our country on one's fingers. Today, 
165 scientific organizations and more than 80 higher educational institutions 
are operating in Vietnam." 


The contribution of the Soviet Union to these achievements is invaluable, 
During recent years, approximately 18,000 Vietnamese young men and women have 
received certificates of higher education in Soviet VUZ, more than 2,000 have 
become graduate students, and 70 have become doctors of science. Three of 
our countrymen have been selected as foreign members of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences. Our Soviet friends have also helped to create a material and tech- 
nical base for the development of science in Vietnam. 


A natural and qualitatively new stage on the path of developing relations of 
fraternal friendship and solidarity between our parties, states and peoples 
was the signing of the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the USSR 
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on 3 November 1978, whose fifth anniver- 
Sary we recently celebrated,and a number of new agreements on further expand- 
ing and deepening our economic, scientific and technical cooperation. In 
order to picture the scope of this cooperation, it is sufficient to mention 
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that jcint work on approximately 160 subjects is presently being performed 

by scientists of Vietnam and the Soviet Union. As a comparison, let us point 
out that there are approximately 300 subjects in the overall listing of inter- 
national scientific and technical cooperation of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam with 20 countries of the world. 


A distinctive feature of Soviet-Vietnamese scientific and technical coopera- 
tion is its trend toward providing Vietnam with every possible assistance in 
developing its economy, science and technology and in training national cadres 





Concerning the practical contribution of our scientific and technical coop- 
eration to the development of Vietnam's national economy, an enumeration 

of the priority subjects in the joint research by Vietnamese and Soviet 
scientists is a graphic representation on this score. Among them there are, 
in particular, subjects whose realization will contribute to raising the mat- 
erial standard of living of Vietnam's population, solving the food problem, 
speeding up the commissioning of critical economic installations that are 
being built in our country with the technical assistance of the Soviet Union, 
increasing their accident-free operation and operating reliability, developing 
the scientific and technical potential of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
raising the level of scientific research, and further increasing the effect- 
iveness of the cooperation between our countries. 


Guided by the long-term program for the development of economic, scientific 

and technical cooperation between the USSR and the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam that was signed in October 1983, the various ministries, departments and 
organizations of our countries are coordinating the problems and subjects 

for the coming work during future years. It is necessary to mention that the 
forms of our cooperation are being improved as it is being expanded. Whereas 
the training of Vietnamese specialists was the main area of the scientific 

and technical cooperation of the Soviet Union with the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam during the first stage, the opportunity to conduct it on the basis of 
long-term research cooperation and coordination plans, which were jointly work- 
ed out by our ministries and departments, have subsequentiy appeared. Scienti- 
fic and technical cooperation between our countries has now been raised to 

a qualitatively new stage whose level is responsive to the ever higher forms 

of its realization -- in particular, the establishment of joint scientific 
research laboratories which are solving specific tasks for the sake of both 
countries. This form of cooperation has prospects. 


It would be possible to cite as examples the collectivesof the control 
selection point in Van Dien, whose joint activity has been begun successfully, 
and the tropical meteorological laboratory in Hanoi. In the near future, 
Soviet and Vietnamese scientists will combine their efforts in investigating 
lightening protection problems. The very first Soviet-Vietnamese scientific 
laboratory was, as is known, a space one. Four years ago during a flight 
consisting of an international crew aboard a Soviet space ship, our country- 
man Pham Tuan performed scientific research that provided important results 
having great significance for the development of Vietnam's scientific and 
economic potential, 
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Our cooperation plans are being successfully fulfilled. Hundreds of special- 
ists have been sent on business from Vietnam to the USSR. A large number of 
them have attended courses to raise the qualifications of the leading link 

in the area of economics, science and technology. 


A good continuation of our cooperation has been planned for the current year 
during which a large volume of joint research has been outlined. In particul- 
ar, a great deal of attention will be paid to solving such subjects as the 
development of a general schedule for distributing the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam's production forces; the improvement in the system for organizing 
scientific and technical progress; research in the area of food crops, the 
food and biochemical industry and animal husbandry; research on the sea and 
continental shelf; research in the area of oil and gas production and coal 
mining; improvement in the quality of the electric-power supply, fine mechan- 


ics, metallurgy, transportation, pharmacology, and environmental protection; 
and other subjects. 


"As you see," Comrade Dang Huu said in conclusion, “The planned volume of joint 
work by Soviet and Vietnamese scientists is extremely great. Their activity 
will serve our common interests. It will serve the interests of socialist and 
communist construction in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the USSR and 
the interests of peace and progress. There is no doubt that the noble goals, 
which we have placed before us, will be successfully achieved since we rely 

in our joint work on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, on the principles of 
unbreakable proletarian internationalism, and on the fraternal friendship 
between the Soviet and Vietnamese peoples that has been tested through the 
years. 


"Using this opportunity that has been granted to me, I would like to express 
through the IZVESTIYA newspaper our deep thanks and gratitude to the CPSU, 

the Soviet government and to all the fraternal Soviet people for the enormous 
help and support which the country of the soviets has provided and is continu- 
ing to provide to Vietnam." 


8802 
CSO: 1807/172 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SOVIET AID TO VIETNAM REVIEWED ON 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF AGREEMENT 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 8 Mar 84 p 4 
[Article by A. Yermolayev: "The Key Directions" ] 


[Text] Perhaps nowhere else in the world has the imperialist myth that the 
colonial peoples will not manage to overcome their backwardness without so- 
called “civilizing help" come to such grief as in Vietnam. During the years 
of people's power in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, approximately 300,000 
specialists with a higher education and more than 4,000 with scientific degrees 
have been trained. A total of 83 scientific research institutions and 21 
design institutes, whose coilectives have moved to the advanced frontiers in 
individual research directions and topics, are functioning in the republic. 
The Communist Party of Vietnam invariably thinks that one of the key places 
in the task of constructing socialism belongs to the development of science 
and technology. In this connection, scientific and technical cooperation 
with fraternal countries, especially with the Soviet Union, has had and has 
great importance. 


An agreement on scientific and technical cooperation was signed between the 
USSR and Vietnam a quarter of a century ago. An exchangs of experience, 
production forms and records and specialists in all branches of the national 
economy began in accordance with it. A Soviet-Vietnamese commission, which 
was later reorganized into a subcommittee of the intergovernmental Soviet- 
Vietnamese commission for economic, scientific and technical cooperation, 
was created to develop appropriate measures for carrying out cooperation. 


From the heights of today's achievements by Vietnamese scientists, who are 
peering into the secrets of the atom's nucleus and space and who are making 
discoveries in mathematics, biology and chemistry, this first document on 
scientific and technical cooperation between our countries seems rather 
modest in its content. This is primarily explained by the extremely low 
level of the production forces of present-day Vietnam which was a colonial 
agrarian country prior to the August 1945 revolution, The overwhelming 
majority of its population was illiterate. One could count the specialists 
with a higher education on one's fingers. The formation of a state apparatus, 
which engaged in scientific and technical matters, began only in 1959. A 
material and technical base for conducting research work was essentially 
absent and resources were lacking. 
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The cooperation in the area of science and technology between the USSR and 
Vietnam began with the training of national cadres. The names of Vietnamese 
scientists, who attended a higher school in the Soviet Union during the Fifties, 
are now well known. Since then, approximately 20,000 specialists with a high- 
er education, including more than 2,000 candidates and 70 doctors of sciences, 
have been trained in the higher educational institutions of our country. In 
the work sectors that have been entrusted to them by the party and the govern- 
ment, they are demonstrating a high level of knowledge and dedication to the 
motherland and to the ideals of socialism. 


The detachment of Vietnamese specialists, who have received an education in 
the Soviet Union, is being enlarged from year to year. The frontage of the 
avenues, in which their training is being conducted in the USSR, is also being 
widened. At the present time, Vietnamese lead’ g cadre for managing the 
national economy are undergoing re-training in the Academy of the USSR Nation- 
al Economy and other higher educational institutions of our country. They 

are assimilating the experience of the CPSU and the Soviet state in solving 
national economic tasks during the various stages of socialist construction. 


An important area of cooperation is the transmitting of the experience of 
organizations and administrations and also the planning of scientific research 
work. Many outstanding Soviet scientists have visited Vietnam at different 
times for this purpose. Soviet specialists in the area of mathematics, physics, 
chemistry, biology, linguistics, ethnography, and archeology have been found 
giving lectures and providing assistance in the development of scientific and 

q training programs and methods in the scientific research and higher educatton- 

— ——— of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 


The Soviet Union has also provided important help in developing a material and 
technical base for Vietnamese science, including the construction and equipping 
of the Hanoi Polytechnical Institute which is the largest educational instit- 
ution in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam at the present time; the establish- 
ment of the Hanoi Agricultural Institute; and the construction of the Soclal- 
ist Republic of Vietnam's National Center for Scientific Research. The physic- 
al start-up of the nuclear reactor in the Dalat Nuclear Research Institute 
occurred at the end of 1983 with Soviet help. Vietnam's scientific workers 
have received favorable cunditions for performing research in the area of 
medicine, biology, agriculture, and other branches of the national economy. 


A qualitatively new stage in Soviet-Vietnamese scientific and technical bonds, 
just as for the entire complex of cooperation between our countries, was open- 
ed up with the signing of the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperaiion between 

the USSR and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 1978. Cooperation, coord- 
ination and mutual consultations are being carried out on a long-range planning 
basis for 165 subjects that have immediate practical applications in many 
branches of the national economies of the USSR and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam. A distinctive feature of the cooperation is its ever closer connect- 
ion with the solving of the urgent scientific and practical tasks which face 
our countries. Joint research is being performed in the area of agricultural 
science, oceanography, geology, and tropical meteorology. The space flight 
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of a joint Soviet-Vietnamese crew consisting of V. Gorbatko and Pham Tuan, 
was a symbol of the high level of our cooperation in the field of science. 


The cooperation of Soviet and Vietnamese social scientists, who are united 

by their common methodological and world-outlook approach to the phenomena 

being studied, is being strengthened. They are concentrating their attention 

on researching the key problems in the theory and practices of socialist 
construction. Social scientists of both countries are performing joint 
research on problems in philosophy, history, sociology, ethnography, philology, 
literature, economics, the state, and law. 


Works have been published on the role of the working class in the Vietnamese 
revolution, the spread of Marxism-Leninism in Vietnam, and the problems of 

the shift to socialism while avoiding the capitalist development stage. Works 
have also been published in which a critique of the politics and ideology of 
neocolonialism and other reactionary currents is provided and in which the 
social and economic problems of postwar Vietnam are investigated. 


The joint writing of monographs has become a practice in the cooperation. 
| 


The experience of Soviet-Vietnamese cooperation in the area of science and 
technology convincingly demonstrates that a good foundation has been establish- 
ed for solving even larger scale tasks. In the long-range program for expand- 
ing economic, scientific and technical cooperation between the USSR and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam that was signed during the recent visit of a 
Soviet party and governmental delegation to Vietnam, it was stipulated that 
our countries will establish in the future the necessary conditions for the 
accelerated development of science and technology in the Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam. By deepening Soviet-Vietnamese scientific and technical bonds 

and connecting them even more closely with the performance of economic and 
social developmental plans, the USSR and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

are improving the forms and methods of cooperation for the sake of the soc- 
ialist and communist construction of both countries. 


8802 
CSO: 1807/177 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BA YI REPORTEDLY DENOUNCES PRC'S DENG XIAOPING 
BK131200 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 12 Apr 84 


[Text] On 11 April, the clandestine Chinese-language Ba Yi radio denounced 
Deng Xiaoping's intention to use war to settle relations with Vietnam. 


The radio reported: As yet, Deng Xiaoping has not liked to quote Mao Zedong's 
words; however, when talking about Sino-Vietnamese relations during a confer- 
ence of the CCP Central Committee's Military Commission, he several times 
quoted Mao's words on the necessity to use war to resolve problems. 


Ba Yi radio clearly pointed out that his statement was clearly meant to block 
Sino-Vietnamese talks. The fact that the defense troops of Ningming and Ping- 
xiang towns were ordered to shell Vietnam was a token of China's refusal to 
hold talks. It stressed: Since the Chinese troops attacked Vietnam, the 
armies of the two countries have confronted each other, minor and major con- 
flicts have frequently occurred, and casualties have been reported daily. 


The life of the people on both sides of the border has become insecure for 
several successive years. Would these armed conflicts, which are unjustifiably 
bleeding the people of the two countries, also be left for the next generation 
to resolve? The Sino-Vietnamese border is 1,200 km long. Both sides should 
have the good will to hold talks so that the border problem can be resolved. 

On the same basis, all other probiems would also be easily resolved. No coun- 
try in the world now uses war to settle its political and border disputes with 
another country. 


Finally, Ba Yi radio questioned the Chinese leaders: The U.S. imperialists have 
grossly intervened in China's internal affairs, prevented our national reunifi- 
cation, and sold weapons to Taiwan, considering Taiwan their unsinkable air- 
craft carrier, but why have we--that means the Chinese leaders--sought to utter 
the same voice as theirs and prepare the most solemn rites to welcome the U.S. 
president. Why, then, could we not hold talks with Vietnam to resolve contra- 
dictions between the two countries? 


Another problem is that, no matter how big or small a country is, it is not 
realistic for it to pose unrealizable prerequisites when it holds talks. 


CSO: 4209/253 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


NHAN DAN DENIES PRC BORDER ALLEGATIONS 


0W140719 Hanoi VNA in English 0700 GMT 14 Apr 84 





{[Text}) Hanoi, VNA, 14 April--The national paper NHAN DAN today rejects 
China's time-worn charges of "provocations" and “aggression” against Vietnam. 


The paper, in a commentary in its international page, notes on the one hand 
that Beijing cannot find out a more cunning trick to cover up its crimes and 
its real design, and on the other, that Beijing's allegations are not con- 
vincing at all. 


The paper quotes AFP as remarking that the Chinese shellings of Vietnamese 
territory are aimed at "pressuring Hanoi" at a time when the Pol Pot remnants 
are being punished by the Kampuchean people and Vietnamese Army volunteers 
along the Kampuchean-Thai border. 


REUTER is quoted as reporting on 6 April: “After rejecting Vietnam's latest 
proposals for a diplomatic settlement, China began the shelling on Monday, 
ostensibly in retaliation for Vietnamese armed provocations along their 
common border." 


Radio "Voice of America” is also quoted as saying on 3 April that China's 
allegations to justity its action [on] the Sino-Vietnamese border are similar 
to those it had used before its invasion of northern Vietnam in 1979. 


The paper excerpts a recent article in the FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU (THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY) which says among other things that foreign military ex- 
perts in Beijing viewed the Chinese incursions on Vietnam's border as a move 
to divert public opinion and influence the military situation in Kampuchea. 


NHAN DAN says: “For all their propaganda tactics, the Beijing reactionaries 
cannot hide the plain fact that they are cruel expansionists and that they are 
posing the main threat to peace and stability in Indochina and southeast Asia. 


"Trying to justify its artillery shellings and nibbling operations along the 
Sino-Vietnamese border, the Beijing authorities are playing the trick ‘thief 
shouting thief’ in an attempt to cover up their coordination with the Polpotists 
in opposing the Kampuchean people's revival and their collusion with the U.S. 
against Vietnam.” 


CSO: 4200/684 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


NHAN DAN REFUTES THAILAND'S ALLEGATIONS 
OW150739 Hanoi VNA in English 0727 GMT 15 Apr 84 
["NHAN DAN Flays Bangkok's Awkward Contentions"--VNA headline] 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, 15 April--Like the Beijing reactionaries, the Bangkok 
authorities can by no means cover up the truth, says the Hanoi daily NHAN 
DAN in a commentary today. 


After pointing out that Bangkok has failed on concealing the Thai Army's 
military coordination with the Pol Pot remnants, the paper quotes the 
Thai paper THE NATION as saying on 4 April that according to military 
sources, Thai troops were dug in about 300 metres from height 642 inside 
Kampuchean territory. 


Accoridng to an AFP report from Bangkok, the paper says, General Athit 
Kamlang-ek, supreme commander of the Thai Armed Forces, in his statement, 
seemed to “underline the close working relationship between the Thai's and 
the Beijing-armed guerrillas.” 


AFP also quoted General Athit as saying that “a Thai Airforce A-37 jet 
yesterday (31 March) staged two bombing runs on a resistance ammunition 
dump after it fell into Vietnamese hands.” 


"The Bangkok authorities have failed to give any evidence of what they called 
Vietnam's infiltration of Thai territory,” NHAN DAN points out. 


"No Vietnamese soldier has been taken prisoner and no Vietnamese tank captured 
in Thailand,” the paper adds. 


It notes that another Thai daily, THE MATICHON, on 5 April quoted General 
Kriangsak Chamanan as telling the press that he was still following news 
reports on the fighting along the Thai-Kampuchean border and had not yet seen 
any picture on intrusion by Vietnamese. 


CSO: 4200/684 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


UK, SWEDISH GROUPS CONDEMN PRC ATTACKS ON SRV 
OW200733 Hanoi VNA in English G713 GMT 20 Apr 84 


[Text] Hanoi, VNa, 20 April--The annual general meeting of the British 
Peace Assembly held in London on 14 April issued a resolution condemning 
Chinese acts of war and provocations against Vietnam. 


It said: “This annual general meeting of the British Peace Assembly utterly 
condemns the open acts of war by the People's Republic of China against the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam across the border between the two countries, 
and calls on the People’s Republic of China to cease all acts of war and 
provocations, and to enter into negotiations with the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam for the settlement of all outstanding problems in the interests of 
peace and stability in southeast Asia and of world peace. 


"It is requested that the British Government trings all its influence to 

bear in denouncing and condemning these aggressive acts and demanding that 
China put an end to its criminal acts against the Vietnamese people and an end 
to its support for the Pol Pot genocidal gang. 


“We feel sure you will support the just struggle of the Vietnamese people.” 


The Swedish Communist Youth Association of the Swedish left Communist 

Party in a recent statement strongly condemned Chinese shellings and attacks 
on Vietnam, describing it as a crime against the principle of independence 
and sovereignty of nations. 


The association said that the differences between China and Vietnam should 
be resolved by peaceful negotiations. 


CSO: 4200/684 
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INTERNATIONA: RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER VISITS GDR--Hanoi, VNA, 11 April--Song Hao, minister for disabled 
soldiers and social affairs, left Berlin for home Monday, concluding his visit 
to the German Democratic Republic, from 31 March. While in the GDR, Song Hao 
exchanged views with leading officials of the host establishments concerned and 
toured some centres of functional rehabilitation and vocational training for 
war invalids in Berlin, Dresden and Karl-Marx Stadt. The Vietnamese guest was 
received by Gerhard Weiss, member of the Central Committee of the German Social- 
ist Unity Party and deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers. He had work- 
ing sessions with Prof Dr Ludwig Mecklinger, health minister; and other leading 
officials of GDR mass organizations. In their respective receptions or conver- 
sations, the German senior officials reiterated their country's wholehearted 
support and assistance to the Vietnamese people's revolutionary cause in a 
spirit of socialist internationalism, especially to the Ministry of Disabled 
Soldiers and Social Affairs. They pointed to the necessity of upgrading the 
Vietnamese Orthopedic Centre in Hanoi's outlying district of Ba Vi and training 
more personnel for it. [Text] [OW11115]1 Hanoi VNA in English 0736 GMT 11 Apr 
84] 


U.S. MILITARY AID--Hanoi, VNA, 14 April--Public attention is focusing on Thai 
Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon's current visit to the United States to buy 
modern U.S. F-16 aircraft, viewing this as a sign of Thailand's tying itself 
more tightly to the U.S. counter-revolutionary strategy, writes NHAN DAN in a 
commentary today. Noting that the visit is made at a time when the Bangkok 
administration is cooperating with Beijing to undermine the revival of the 
Kampuchean people, the paper says: "Thailand once allowed the U.S. to use air 
force and naval bases on its territory such as Utapao, Don Muong, Korat, Satta- 
hip and Udorn. It is now playing the role of a ‘front-line state’ against the 
revolution of the three Indochinese countries as the U.S. and China expect. 
"Thai aircraft are regularly violating the airspace of the People's Republic 

of Kampuchea and they have also bombed Kampuchean territory. The Prem adminis- 
tration wants to "modernize" its hostile policy against the three Indochinese 
countries,"’ NHAN DAN underlines. [Text] [0W140843 Hanoi VNA in English 0706 
GMT 14 Apr 84] 


THO DELEGATION ARRIVES--Hanoi, VNA, 17 April--A delegation of the National 

Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam led by Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho 
arrived in Paris yesterday on an official friendly visit to France at the in- 
vitation of Louis Mermaz, president of the French National Assembly. It was 
welcomed at the airport by Raymond Douyere, first vice president of the National 
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Assembly; Laurent Aublin, advisor representing the president of the National 
Assembly; Jacques Bruhnes, president on the group of French-Vietnamese friend- 
ship deputies; Vietnamese ambassador to France Mai Van Bo and his wife; Viet- 
namese Ambassador Nguyen Van Nhan to the UNESCO, and many Vietnamese cadres 
and students in France. Huynh Trung Dong and Lam Ba Chau, respectively president 
and secretary general of the Vietnamese Residents’ Union, and representatives 
of other Vietnamese mass organizations in France were present. Charles 
Fourniaux, secretary general of the France-Vietnam Friendship Association, and 
a representative of the Bulgarian Embassy in France were also present on the 
occasion. The same day, the Vietnamese guests visited the house No 9 at 
Compoint Alley, where the late President Ho Chi Minh lived and carried out his 
revolutionary activities during 1921-23. They were accompanied by Ambassador 
Mai Van Bo and Helene Le Luc, member of the French Communist Party Central 
Committee and president of the group of communist senators. [Text] [0W181051 
Hanoi VNA in English 0802 GMT 18 Apr 84] 





UK NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION--Hanoi, VNA, 20 April--British Ambassador to Vietnam 
Michael Pike gave a reception here on Tuesday on the occasion of the National 
Day of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (21 April). 
Among his guests were Nguyen Ngoc Triu, minister of agriculture, and Hoang Anh 
Tuan, deputy foreign minister. Also present were members of the diplomatic 
corps. [Text] [OW202220 Hanoi VNA in English 1510 GMT 20 Apr 84] 


GDR'S HONECKER SENDS MESSAGE--Hanoi, VNA, 20 April--Erich Honecker, general 
secretary of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany Central Committee and chair- 
man of the Council of State, has sent a message of sympathy to General Secretary 
Le Duan and President Truong Chinh over the losses caused by a strong whirlwind 
in the port city of Haiphong on 16 April. [Text] [0W202223 Hanoi VNA in 
English 1509 GMT 20 Apr 84] 


GREETINGS TO QUEEN ELIZABETH--Hanoi, VNA, 20 April--President of the State 
Council of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Truong Chinh has sent a message 
of greetings to Queen Elizabeth II of England on her birthday. [Text] 
[OW202212 Hanoi VNA in English 1521 GMT 20 Apr 84] 


MUSEUM DELEGATION VISITS LAOS--Hanoi, VNA, 23 April--A delegation of the Ho Chi 
Minh Museum led by its director Ha Huy Giap visited Laos from 12-21 April. 
While in Laos, it had working sessions with officials of the Ministries of 
Culture and Education, the Commission for Propaganda and training of the Lao 
People's Revolutionary Party Central Committee, and the Lao National Museum 
and the directorate of the Lao Army's exhibition. They discussed preparations 
for the celebration of the late President Ho Chi Minh's 95th and 100th birth 
anniversary. They also exchanged views on cooperation in studying President 
Ho Chi Minh's services to the Lao revolution, exchanging materials relation to 
President Ho Chi Minh and the Vietnam-Lao friendship, and arranging a photo 
exhibition in 1985 on President Ho Chi Minh. The Vietnamese guests were 
received by Phoumi Vongvichit, political bureau member of the Lao Party Central 
Committee and vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers. [Text] [0W230801 
Hanoi VNA in English 0706 GMT 23 Apr 84] 
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ESCAP MEETING IN TOKYO--Hanoi, VNA, 26 April--Speaking on 19 April at the 40th 
Session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 
which was opened in Tokyo on 17 April, Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister Ha 
Van Lau stressed that the root cause of the underdevelopment of many countries 
in the region is the consequence left by imperialism and colonialism. After 
elaborating on the measures aimed at promoting the economic development of the 
developing countries in the region, he singled out the comprehensive cooperation 
between Vietnam and the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, the 
special relations between Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea as well as the satis- 
factory development of the economic and cultural ties between Vietnam and India 
and developed countries such as Sweden, France and Finland. He reiterated 
Vietnam's foreign policy of peace and friendship, especially with regard to the 
countries in the region aimed at establishing a southeast Asia of peace, sta- 
bility, friendship and cooperation. Only by so doing, he said, could the south- 
east Asian countries concentrate their energy and resources on settling the 
urgent and long-term socio-economic problems in each country. To reach thir 
goal, he further said, the immediate and essential thing to do is to eliminate 
the Pol Pot remnants and their accomplices, instrument of the big-nation expan- 
sionists and hegemonists in the region. [Text] [0W270345 Hanoi VNA in English 
1543 GMT 26 Apr 84] 


KAMPUCHEAN REFUGEE 'DENS'--The Hanoi Army paper QUAN DOJ NHAN DAN says: Kampu- 
chean refugee camps along the Thai-Kampuchean border are in fact the dens of 
the genocidal Pol Pot remnants and the refugees are Kampucheans who are used 

by the Khmer reactionaries as cannon fodder when they fled to Thailand in 1979. 
The paper maintains that there exists no refugee camp along the Thai border 

but bases of the Pol Potists and other Khmer reactionaries. [Text] [BK231231 
Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Apr 84] 


DIEN BIEN PHU MEMORIAL~-Hnaoi, 24 April (AFP)--A memorial to 3,000 French 
soldiers who died in a battle with Vietnamese troops at Dien Bien Phu, northwest 
Vietnam, in 1954, will soon be put up at the battle site, a reliable source said 
here. The Vietnamese put up a memorial to the 10,000 troops they lost between 
13 March and 7 May 1954, immediately afterwards. The French ambassador to 
France [as received], Yvan Bastouil, was the first French ambassador to visit 
the site since the battle when he joined a party of diplomats from Hanoi today 
for a 2-day visit to Dien Bien Phu organised by the Vietnamese authorities. 
However, he said he did not intend to take part in any official ceremonies to 
mark the 30th anniversary of the battle on 7 May at Dien Bien Phu or in Hanoi. 
[Text] [BK241632 Hong Kong AFP in English 1545 GMT 24 Apr 84] 


TRADITIONAL NEW YEAR--The Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association and the Vietnam- 
Kampuchea Friendstiip Association held a get-together in Hanoi on 13 April to 
celebrate the traditional new year of Laos and Kampuchea. Attending the func- 
tion were vice chairmen of the two associations, representatives of the SRV 
Foreign Ministry, Lao Ambassador to Vietnam Khampheun Tounalim, and Kampuchean 
Ambassador Sieng Saran. [Summary] [BK141155 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnam- 
ese 2300 GMT 13 Apr 84] 
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AWARDS TO SOVIET SAILORS--The Government of Vietnam recently conferred the 
Friendship Medal, the Fulfilled International Duty Badge, and the title of 
of Honorary Citizen of Ho Chi Minh City on 65 crewmen of the Soviet tugboats 
(Yagurna) and (Bidon). Within 3 months, these sailors towed a large Soviet- 
made dry dock from the Soviet port of Herson to Ho Chi Minh City Port. The 
dry dock is being used to repair boats and ships of all sizes at the Ba Son 
Shipyard. [Text] [BK170749 Hanoi Pomestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 

14 Apr 84] 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


QUANG NINH TO PRODUCE COAL, ASSIST IN DEFENDING BORDER 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 28 Feb 84 pp 3, 4 


[Article by Le Dai, secretary of Quang Ninh Provincial CPV Committee: 
''Quang Ninh Strives To Fulfill Coal Producing Task, To Step up Local Eco- 
nomic Development, To Steadily Defend the Fatherland's Border "' } 


[Text] Quang Ninh is the largest energy-industry area of the country and at 
the same time one of the northern border provinces of the fatherland. Its 
party organization has determined that the two political tasks of topmost im- 
portance are to make coal and serve coal production and to steadily defend 
the border and that, along with the party as a whole and people all over the 
country, it must successfully implement the resolution of the 5th Party Con- 
gress. The cadres, party members, miners, combatants and ethnic minority 
people in the province consider them their heavy responsibility and a glorious 
obligation to the party and fatherland. 


With increasing awareness of the special importance of the coal industry and 
the extremely great effects of coal on the national economy, in the past years 
the miners and people in our province have gradually moved forward as they 
tried to work with the '' Producing coal is like the army fighting the enemy" 
spirit. In spite of shortages of raw materials, fuels, materials and spare 
parts, as well as difficulties in the spiritual and material life of workers, but 
with the permanent interest of the party and state and assistance from many 
central organs, the party organization and workers of the coal-sector enter- 
prises were trying very hard to make gradual progress in coal production. 

In 3 years, 1980-1982, the average annual increase in the volume of washed 
coal was 5 percent; the plan was fulfilled every year in 1981, 1982 and 1983; 
in 1983, the production of washed coal was 5,930,000 tons. 


However, coal production is currently encountering very many difficulties and 
a serious lack of balance in many aspects, with the pace of coal extraction in- 
creasing slowly. In 1983, removing earth and rocks increased by 45 percent 
over 1982 but reached only 84.5 percent of the plan goal; digging preparatory 
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faces, in spite of an increase of 31.7 percent: se previous year, still 
failed to keep up with the needs of production; t. .reas of extraction, in the 
case of both opencut and underground mines, were getting smaller everyday; 
other problems were poor coal quality, high costs, poor labor productivity 
and low rate of utilization of machinery; economic results were far from as- 
sured. 


The big task of boosting coal production to 8-9 million tons by 1985 and in- 
creasing our capacity by nearly 5 million tons to provide a momentum for the 
1986-1990 plan, as the 5th Party Congress resolution dictates, is a matter 
that we the party organization, administration and workers in Quang Ninh 
mining area have regularly been thinking about and, along with many central 
sectors, are taking positive action with the highest degree of political respon- 
sibility to carry out. 


In the days to come, along with the Ministry of Mines and Coal, we are going 
to launch a mass movement for maintaining production at the existing mines 
and continuing to build new ones, to have the best use of the material and tech- 
nical base we now have, to repair the coal-sorting plants, to build and expand 
the machine works, to consolidate the coal-transporting system, to build addi- 
tional ports, at the same time by every means, along with some of the central 
sectors, to try to take care of workers’ life and health and to create favorable 
conditions for them to feel reassured as they do mining work; to pay attention 
to training and educating workers in connection with playing their collective- 
ownership role in factories, enterprises and mines; to raise their technical 
capabilities and the coal sector cadres' managerial capabilities, especially in 
the ranks of leading cadres; and to assist the state in trying, step by step, to 
supply the coal sector enterprises with the right raw materials, fuels, mate- 
rials, spare parts and the necessary means in sufficient quantities and in 
time. 


With the locality being responsible for coal production, the 7th and previous 
congresses of the provincial party organization have all emphasized that we 
pay special attention to the party building and mass-proselyting work in the 
coal sector and make the greatest efforts to develop the local economy in or- 
der to help the central economic sectors -- coal and electric power -- to ful- 
fill the state plan and to prepare the material base for quickly increasing pro- 
ductivity in the coming years. 


The local economic goals set by the provincial party organization congresses 
for now until 1985 are gradually being properly fulfilled. Since 1980, agricul- 
tural production has been increasing every year in both volume of production 
and yields, with grain production in the 3 years of 1980-1982 having increased 
by an average of 9.5 percent and by the highest percentage that exceeded the 
plan goal by 6.02 percent in 1983; Dong Trieu District obtained an average of 
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more than 5 tons per hectare, Hai Xuan Village (Hai Ninh District) in the bor- 
der area 5 tons and a number of cooperatives 6 tons per hectare. 


In spite of the grain difficulties, in the last 3 years more hogs were raised 
not only by farmers’ families but also widely among families of cadres and 
workers in cities; in 1983, the number of hogs was increased by 14.8 percent 
compared to the preceding year; the commercial raising of chickens was grad- 
ually being restored; production of green vegetables was gradually becoming 
stable. 


Fish production decreased in the years of 1980-1981 but since 1982 has shown 
a lot of efforts, although it has not been as good as before; export of sea prod- 
ucts was doubled compared to the preceding year. The plan goals for afforest- 
ation and timber production were both fulfilled. In small industry and handi- 
crafts, some lines of goods showed increases and the export turnovers in- 
creased every year, with the value of export in 1983 being 10 times as great 
as that in 1979. 


Although there still were shortcomings in the efforts to develop the local econ- 
omy and to serve coal production, with the results obtained in the last 3 years, 
we have been fulfilling better and better everyday the on-the-spot rear- 
service task in favor of the coal sector, the central economic sectors and 
troops, supplying the coal sector with from 60,000 to 70,000 cubic meters of 
timber used as supports"in the mines as the state plan required; along with 

the coal sector enterprises, overcame some of the difficulties in everyday 

life for workers and basically ensured the supply of quota goods in accordance 
with the state decision and of some items under the additional-supply system, 
particularly most of the pork in favor of the troops, without having to get it 
from other provinces; tried to get jobs for a number of workers' wives and 
children of labor age; and built a television station and a number of cultural 
and public welfare facilities for the benefit of workers. 


The reason we obtained such results was the fact that we were correctly im- 
plementing the line, directives and resolution of the CPV Central Committee 
and gradually applying them to the real local situation; developed the dynamic 
quality, creativity and self-reliance of the masses, locality and production in- 
stailations; stepped up economic integration; strengthened export and import; 
and organized good reception of materials and goods supplied by the central 
administration. 


With the existing potentialities in connection with labor, land, forests, the sea, 
occupations and the material and technical base, by further developing our 
fruitful work in the past, we were continuing to step up agricultural production 
as a whole, which we would consider the forefront of the local economy; to 
quickly increase and create many lines of goods for export; to reorganize 
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forestry and exploitation of forests; to consolidate and develop fishery; to or- 
ganize and develop industry and small industry, particularly production of 
building materials, food processing and production of consumer goods; to con- 
solidate and develop communications and transportation, and postal service; 
to quickly increase the size of the capital construction force; to perfect, con- 
solidate and reorganize ideological education in the circulation and distribu- 
tion sectors; and to step up party- and administration-building work and to 
strongly develop the collective ownership right of the masses aimed at suc- 
cessfully fulfilling the assigned state-plan tasks. 


As we affirmed that the locality'’s economy was the on-the-spot rear service 
that helped the coal and central economic sectors to develop, in the past 
years we were trying to make workers and the people understand more pro- 
foundly everyday the significance and importance of producing coal and serv- 
ving coal production. 


In party building, we paid much attention to training cadres and party mem- 
bers, striving to build clean and strong party organizations, maintaining sol- 
idarity and unanimity within the party, training technical cadres and workers, 
building the mass movement among workers and gradually training the latter 
to become the new socialist men. We Provincial CPV Committee and Stand- 
ing Committee strengthened leadership over the party organizations of corpo- 
rations and enterprises in the coal sector and committees, sectors and mass 
organizations to make them fulfill the task toward coal production, devote 
time to making inspection, discuss specialized subjects about coal production 
and periodically work with the Ministry of Mines and Coal. Recently we have 
strived to do the above-mentioned work even better, to make every person 

be aware of his responsibility for thinking and being concerned about anything 
having to do with obtaining the highest productivity, quality and economic re- 
sults in coal production. 


Along with our responsibilities and the coal sector's own responsibilities, we 
have found the assistance from many central organs and the country as a 
whole decisively significant. Here we suggest only that such an assistance 
should be synchronized and more timely. 


On the basis of what we have found in the last several years in the production 
of the coal-sector enterprises, we can affirm the following: in a difficult situa- 
tion, any enterprises that are active, know how to apply the party and state 
policies to their own situation, dare to think and to do things while avoiding be- 
ing dependent on others, work while drawing experience from their work and 
have exemplary cadres and party members who maintain solidarity and una- 
nimity, know how to completely rely on and have confidence in workers and de- 
velop the latter's strength for the work will surely be successful. 
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Quang Ninh not only has a large industrial center but also holds an important 
national defense position. So far in every invasion the enemy has always 
aimed at Quang Ninh and considered it an important terrain for aggression. 


At present, in order to fight the Chinese reactionaries’ multifaceted war of 
destruction and to deal with their possibly waging a large-scale aggressive 
war in our country, our party organization always pays attention to national 
defense and security work, has done a good job along with the Special Region 
Command and has successfully carried out the slogan, ''the army and the peo- 
ple have one determination. '' We realize that the tasks of building the econ- 
omy and consolidating national defense are both very important. We affirm 
that strong national defense must rely on a developed economy and sound pol- 
itics and that in order to be ready for combat, we must pay attent.on to build- 
ing up in every aspect the border and coastal areas and islands, particularly 
building the political base and developing the economy. 


As we carried out that policy, in spite of the many difficulties that remained, 
we in the past years maintained the provincial economy in good shape, with 
some aspects showing rather good development and many major economic sec- 
tors fulfilling their plans. The values of gross industrial and agricultural 
output, gross social product and national income were all higher in 1981, 1982 
and 1983 than in 1980. 


Our CPV Committee has reviewed the leadership work during the war against 
America for national salvation, learned from the experience in leading the 
fight against the aggressive war of the Chinese hegemony-advocating expan- 
sionists in February 1979 and reviewed the specialized topics, such as fight- 
ing insurgency, building a people's security line against the enemy's multi- 
faceted war of destruction, strengthening the border areas and islands, build- 
ing up militia and self-defense forces, and soon. Asa result, we were able 
to continue maintaining revolutionary vigilance; developing the all-party and 
all-people movement to build the armed forces, to consolidate national de- 
fense, to maintain order and security and to defend our borders and islands; 
and increasing both the size and quality of the militia and self-defense forces. 


For the highland, island and border districts, we conducted surveys and eval- 
uation of every village and hamlet in all aspects; on that basis determined for 
every locality the direction for its production and combat readiness plan; at 
the same time, assisted the local cooperatives in having capital and materials 
for building water conservancy works and supplied them with seeds and fer- 
tilizers to boost production in agriculture and forestry; and created favorable 
conditions for the Dao ethnic minority people to practice settled farming and 
settled life, to improve their standard of living as a result and, in the case of 
a number of villages, to have rather good living conditions. 
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Attention was paid to party building. Of hundreds of minority cadres who 
were trained many have now held key positions in production installations; at 
the same time, the province has been giving additional cadres to the villages 
in vital areas to reinforce them. 


The public security, militia and self-defense forces were strengthened in 
terms of quality, equipment and training; the mass movement for maintaining 
security for the fatherland was widely extended in many localities. The 
fleets of state-operated and cooperative fishing boats were organized into 
groups and flotillas; their assault tasks in production and combat for defense 
of the sea and islands were defined. 


Education and public health were stepped up. By now the highland villages 
have had general schools and public health stations. Districts have had gen- 
eral middle schools and hospitals. Importance was being attached on a per- 
manent basis to cultural, information and propaganda activities, for the pur- 
pose of improving the spiritual life of people, educating the masses, resist- 
ing enemy reactionary arguments and disseminating the party and state poli- 
cies. 


With such efforts, the army, public security, militia and self-defense forces 
and ethnic minorities in our province in the past years were fighting back in 
time against enemy acts of provocation, patrolling and strictly controlling the 
borders and discovering in time and capturing many Chinese reconnaissance 
and commando agents following their border crossings. Vigorously launching 
the mass movement and combining it with the administrative and professional 
measures taken by the security organs, we were fighting with success and 
basically defeating the enemy plot to win our people over to their side, getting 
rid of the border-crossing smugglers and chasing away the counterrevolution- 
aries and other bad elements. 


However, in the production and combat readiness tasks and strong defense of 
the border areas, we still have many things to be done better. To raise the 
ability to distinguish between friends and foes, the understanding of socialism, 
the working people's production techniques and capabilities, the people's mate- 
rial and spiritual life, particularly the ethnic minority people in the highland 
and Meo highland villages, in connection with the economic, cultural and so- 
cial development, and to build up the armed forces must be carried out in an 
extremely active and persistent manner in many years. 


In the course of development of the revolution there are many difficulties, but 
the favorable conditions are also extremely great. The Quang Ninh mining 
area, one of the cradles of the Vietnamese worker class, has very staunch 
traditions of revolutionary struggle. In the history of the country, the ethnic 
minority people and armed forces of Quang Ninh have contributed along with 
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the army and people throughout the country to writing glorious pages about 
the fight against foreign aggression and national construction. With such 
precious traditions, under the leadership of the CPV Central Committee and 
Government and with the care and concern of people all over the country, in 
the new stage of the revolution, the party organization and people of Quang 
Ninh will surely fulfill the task of producing coal and steadily defending the 
border areas of the fatherland. 


5598 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


BRIEFS 


MAJOR 1985 ECONOMIC GOALS--Agriculture: To open and put into produc- 
tion 1,200 hectares of new land; to strive to attain grain production of 120,000 
tons. Sea products: To catch 15,000 tons of sea fish; to make 4 million liters 
of fish sauce; to purchase 60 percent more shrimp for export compared to 
1982. Forestry: To cut 80,000 cubic meters of timber (including 65,000 cubic 
meters of timber used as mine supports); to get 1,500 tons of pine resin. Lo- 
cal industry: To increase the values of industrial, small industrial and handi- 
craft production by 13 percent compared to 1982. Export: To imcrease the 
value of export by 30 percent compared to 1982. Construction of housing for 
miners in 1984: To invest 17 million dong. Coal sector (according to estimates 
of the Ministry of Mines and Coal): Washed coal: more than 7 million tons; 
removal of earth and rocks: more than 30 million cubic meters; digging of 
preparatory faces: 39,000 meters. [Text] [Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
28 Feb 84p 3] 5598 
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AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURE IN QUANG NINH PROVINCE UNDERGOES NEW CHANGES 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 28 Feb 84 p 3 
[ Article by Cong Khoi: "New Changes in Agriculture "' ] 


[Text] In 1983, agriculture in Quang Ninh Province underwent new changes. 
The key agricultural districts like Dong Trieu, Quang Ha, Hai Ninh, Yen 
Hung, etc. increased their grain production by 15-25 percent over 1982. 
Many cooperatives obtained rice crop yields ranging from 6 to nearly 8 tons 
per hectare. In nearly 10,000 hectares (nearly one-third of the total rice- 
growing area), the yields were 52 quintals or more per hectare. In 1983, 
Quang Ninh had the highest paddy production ever, which showed increases of 
14,000 and nearly 9,000 tons over 1975 and 1982, respectively. The average 
per capita grain production in the agricultural sector was 404 kilograms, an 
increase of more than 12 kilograms over 1982. 


The domestic animal population also increased quickly. In 1983, the herds of 
buffaloes and cattle showed that the plans had been fulfilled and overfulfilled. 
The populations of hogs and commercially-raised chickens were restored and 
further increased at a fast rate. There were 163,827 hogs, or 110.3 percent 
of the plan goal and an increase of 21,300 heads compared to 1982. The qual- 
ity of the herd showed a definite change. The weight of hogs as they left the 
pens increased by an average of 5 kilograms each. In the key rice-growing 
districts and Dong Nai Meat Hogs-Raising Enterprise, the meat hogs that left 
the pens weighed from 74.1 to 97 kilograms each. As their hog population in- 
creased, the districts were able to maintain balance in their pork supply and 
to have some pork for the industrial center. Three cities -- Hon Gai, Cam 
Pha and Uong Bi -- and Dong Trieu, Yen Hung and Hai Ninh Districts last year 
supplied the industrial center and armed forces with 300-500 tons of pork, 

live weight, and tens of thousands of little pigs. The agricultural sector sup- 
plied breeding hogs and some quantities of fresh feed, thus creating favorable 
conditions for families of miners to develop animal husbandry, to improve the 
standard of living and to supply society with more foods. In 1983, Hon Gai and 
Cam Pha cities were able to supply each about 1,000 tons of pork, live weight, 
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to reduce the costs of transporting foods from other places and to cut down 
both losses and storage difficulties. 


As the problem of feed supply had been resolved, the commercial chicken 
farms of Yen Tho (Song Trieu), Nam Khe (Uong Bi) and Viet Tien (Hoanh Bo) 
Cooperatives were restored and expanded. In 1983, these production installa- 
tions made profit from raising chickens and supplied the mining area with 
nearly 100 tons of meat chickens. The collectivized farmer class of Quang 
Ninh decided that supplying miners with enough green vegetables on a regular 
basis would mean contributing to coal production. Such cities as Hon Gai, 
Cam Pha, Uong Bi, Mao Khe, etc. succeeded in creating vegetables-growing 
models, such as Hong Tien, Cam Binh and Cong Nong Cooperatives, which 
produced an average of 9-13 tons of vegetables in the year for every laborer. 
The adjacent districts like Hoanh Bo, Yen Hung, Dong Trieu, etc. also had 
their own cooperatives that produced, processed and supplied vegetables to 
the mining area. These cooperatives received guidance for growing winter- 
season vegetables and processing and keeping them until the preharvest period 
in order to supply them to the three-city area. Last year the mining area was 
able to reduce the extent of the shortage of vegetables during the preharvest 
period. The quantities of vegetables and fruits sold in the market as commod- 
ities increased by 30 percent over 1982. 


In order to supply miners and the industrial center with additional foods, plan- 
ning called for growing peanut, soybean, corn, etc. in the areas of sandy soil 
that did not have enough sources of water in such districts as Dong Trieu, 

Hai Ninh, Quang Ha, Hoanh Bo, etc. In 1983, the quantities of unshelled pea- 
nut and soybean as commodity that were purchased were twice or 3 times 
greater than the purchases in 1982. 


The cultivated areas of the agriculture-forestry cooperatives in the zones 
specialized in cultivation of tea, camellia, tung trees, anise, cinnamon, etc. 
are being extended; vegetable oils are being used as food and for processing of 
medicinal materials, particularly as ointment to ward off the cold weather for 
miners working in underground mines. 





In addition to increasing the sources of grain and foods, Quang Ninh's agricul- 
ture also supplies industry with many kinds of raw materials. Hundreds of 
hectares of land that extends into the sea in Yen Hung and Uong Bi are used to 
grow rush. Hundreds of hectares of the rolling hills in the cities of Hon Gai, 
Cam Pha and Uong Bi and in Dong Trieu District are used to grow le (Oxyte- 
nanthera) for the making of export goods. Although production is not yet very 
large, every year Quang Ninh has been supplying the three cities with from 
2,000 to more than 3,000 tons of cut-up rush and thousands of tons of le, thus 
giving jobs to tens of thousands of people, the majority of them being wives 
and children of miners making goods for export and boosting their family in- 
come. 
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AGRICULTURE 


BRIEFS 


TIMBER INDUSTRY INCREASED PRODUCTION--Hanoi, VNA, 14 Apr--In the first quarter 
of this year, the Forestry Service failed 353,000 cubic metres of timber, 
achieving more than 25 percent of its yearly program and a 50 percent increase 
over the corresponding period last year. The volume of timber extracted included 
27,700 cubic metres of timber for use as pitprops and 23,000 cubic metres for 
the paper industry. While undertaking timber extraction, many provinces and 
lumber camps have paid due attention to afforestation. The Central Highlands 
Province of Lam Dong felled 30,000 cubic metres of timber, achieving 40 percent 
of its plan for this year, and the southern Province of Dong Nai, with an equal 
amount of wood, achieved 41 percent of its annual quota. Good results have also 
been obtained in timber transport, a hard job for the forestry service. The 
Forestry Product Processing Union of Ho Chi Minh City, for example, received 
three times more timber than it did in the first quarter of last year. Also in 
the first 3 months of this year, the state received 235,000 cubic metres of 
timber from lumber camps in various provinces throughout the country. [Text] 
[OW170045 Hnaoi VNA in English 0656 GMT 14 Apr 84] 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


AFTERMATH OF HAIPHONG ‘WHIRLWIND' REPORTED 
BK231352 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Apr 84 


[Text] Haiphong, a major port city in northern Vietnam, some 100 km east of 
Hanoi, has just experienced the strongest whirlwind for decades, causing 
serious human and material losses. Following is a report from our Haiphong- 
based correspondent on this natural disaster: 


At around 2 am on 16 April, a strong whirlwind with the volocity of 120 km 

swept the districts of Thuy Nguyen and An Hai and Hong Bang Precinct of Haiphong 
City. According to initial reports, 36 people were killed and over 100 others 
injured or reported missing. The winds smashed a total of 342 hourse and over 
1,000 storages and dwelling houses had their roofs blown off by the winds. 

Many schools and hospitals were destroyed, many portions of the 110-kv high- 
voltage electric grid were snapped, and a whole 35-kv electric line running 

into the inner city of Haiphone was damaged, thus cutting electric supply to 

the city for 20 consecutive hours. 


News about this unusual natural calamity has drawn much attention and major 
concern among the Vietnamese. Immediately after the whirlwind had subsided, 
thousands of armymen, young people, and medical workers rushed to the stricken 
areas to give first aid to the injured people and helped solve the aftermath. 
Many have set great examples in this salvage work. (Nguyen Van Thanh), a 17- 
year-old boy who had his liver damaged was rescued in time by dauntless medical 
workers at the Vietnam-Czechoslovakia Friendship Hospital. A car with a young 
couple inside was tumbled over by strong gales. The seriously injured couple 
was immediately sent to a nearby hospital and was saved thanks to the devoted 
treatment and care of the hospital staff. 


Meanwhile, building materials and daily necessities have been quickly sent to 
the people in the stricken areas. In Haiphong itself, thousands of state 
employees and workers contributed 1 day's wages to the relief fund. Many 
Haiphong inhabitants have voluntarily shared their abodes with the homeless 
people. The city administration has done all it can to help the people in the 
stricken areas to normalize their lives and resume production. The loading and 
unloading of goods at Haiphong Port have resumed their normal tempo. Some 
5,000 tons of goods are being handled daily. The Haiphong Portland cement 
factory continues its production uninterruptedly. The Haiphong population are 
helping one another to beost production in a bid to compensate for the losses 
caused by the whirlwiad. 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


BRIEFS 


CYCLONES HIT HAU GIANG--The Mekong Delta Province of Hau Giang in southern 
Vietnam was hit by cyclones on 18 and 20 April. Reports said that three 
people were killed and several others injured while hundreds of houses in the 
districts of Thot Not and 0 Mon were demolished. The local population and 
authorities are looking after the families of the victims and repairing the 
damage. [Text] [BK231052 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 

23 Apr 84] 
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